2. 20. comp. with v. 10, 11,7 
IN A 


oy 247 


| derived from the Hea 


Vo 3-1 A 2 Man for Right Re 
1. fors guided by the Word of God: 


» $ D - , " 

# in the. 
3 wy Y Ss v4 %x 4 ke Sat c " of » > 
'% rs 7 


"PF? I 9 — > THR. wo IAC 
"4 k 5 You 


FE, A . ws The Way of « Good ; "=o 
| Erh. I [ hear you declare your ſelf a- 
- gainffthole things Thar you have formerly pro-- Yi 
moted arid owned; - | mean, you have left-off al 
being # Son of the Church, whereof you were | 
formerly a zt£a)6us Member: - tl 

. To chanye our minds and praRtices, if || | 
it be for the better, is no ſuch uncouth thing. 
_ - Paxlthe ApoRle 'is' an fAuthentick cj 
* , who from a Perſecutor became a Preacher af 
the Goſpel. And indeeed *tis agreeable tomans 
finste ander ſtanding, much more to mans cor- 
nature, ſometime to convert, and turn 
- fron what he was.” | But to your particular 
:. I was indeed (according. to my edu- 
100; End youth | meaſure. of 'underftand- 
ag docs as young, for the cuſtoms received 
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0 beTraditio from our Earhers 3 and.was for- 
-I I» SE talk (perh ps more than came 
” to my roving N nd "condemning 
FF | w g lieele ond Bur theſe were child- 


- iſhdoings, which when [ became aan, it was 
Y-- tne to put away roms me. would, and 
- ſhould be now Kriſe untg 2 Hobriety, and guided 
Reafon, reQtified} Py the Word we, Spi 
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Phanatich, &c. All which Fgnifies juſt form 
and-no more, than as the Bell rinketh ;- | 
merit of the: cauſe is no ways decided by 
them. ; 
'Ftb, Good I>xck! 1 worder how ro 
by all this Wiſdom, to diſcover the e 
your former ways :' | would fain know how 
you came to be fo much iÞuwminated.” ;, — 
Ns Log. Illuminated is another Canting Scoff. 1 # Gu 
wy. pretend not to Euthuſiafmme, -but in the or din 74> n 
0 FA .methods' that reaſonable- creatures are - 
Ty ealt withal, Trawe at itt fee I was Miſts 
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of Ek. Prog [et us underfianq; cheſs method v5 
| you ſpeak © 5 


Log. Be your defire of ſatisfaf MA TER $ 
| curious,'\captious, or 'fincere; 1 [ air ready—r6 6 
render” a-realon'of che faith"thar is ''me."1 

you,” of any man that Jhal teqquift ; 
me. | 
Eth. Nay friend, do not take my req 
miſs, for T pro'efs my ſelf willirg to vid 
ftand witere the truth nies, and char iti 1, 
43 wouldlendah ind to help you vut'of- PE 
S - ſakps, of conſeientiouſly Arctch ir To? cif far 
F helped outof- »y own. M1 2 
' Lag. Wall then, if Es 
| poyuraged to give you #: Se 3600) 
M8. y how my mind came 
- Loukni Tha beny Wea? 


& The Way of Good men | 
- vioufneſs, ſcoffing at Religion,” e& 5... might 
ealily appear to ©; evil things , S/- | 
lived in the common, known , and allowe 
* practice of them, to be evil mey. With this 
good foundation and premunition I 'went 
*abroad into the world, . being fledg*d--with an 
Age ſufficient to give me diſcretion capable. of 
,. Obſerving menand things. My firſt pitching- 
\ Plare was at a conſiderable diſtance from that 
of my birth and breeding, where I found men - 
of both perſwaſions ; and (being all ſtrangers 
to me.) you may welbthink, my firſt familia- 
rity was with thoſe of my own mind : Wirth 
moſt of the feather 1 grew ſooiacQuainted, 
and (to ſay truth) was almoſt asſoon” weary 
of their company 3 for I found ſuch viciom tn: , 
chnations in the moſt of them, that, could not : 
fatisfie my ſelf in their ſociety. This was «ve 
2+. gecaſon why I was willing to remaye to ano» 
ther place, at good diſtance, ang, begin the 
world again, promiſing my ſelf; $hat there I 
.. ould find men of my own mind,, Which were 
of a more ſober converſation ; but.in this alſo 
I was deceived, as to the generality of them, 
There I continued ſome years, and had oppor- 
=  tunity, not only of free converſe with. Secatar 
=. men, of both perſwafions, but to hear alſo 
== Preachers of Cifferent Judgments in. Church- PF 
= matters. Bute really friend) I thereallo obr 2 
*.,  FEryed fo much immorality, rydenc6 and jd - 
” 47. $6 mgag} thole of my amgoponsl Ihy. 
obo, "4 | Cf 


- 


* 


for Wij6 Mew #» Wal ins © 7 5 
| onthey rontpacys. fo. mveh v. 


Lens, farts FD <2 


or yr ana fe: ore tawrey 


that | | 
at on is, how it\cam&to paſs, 'thad the- 

. wor/e hen artery ers and on: _..- 
the other hand, "the worſe cauſe (fo _ 
judged it) ſhould have'the betrey weir; "Owl 
this:di could nbtcxtricate cry 
ſametime- aſter | met gas d Gt. 
ther firſt: in conferences, or-t0me- hbok; s 
not well remember ) onm-thaty Frow/ 2 

I compared with v;10y; br 22: 49%Þ 

5 


F.-10. ew rite con bei. 
=" and unter ftandivy in pleaſe wenn a8y:. 


11. Dior gion, fo ſhall proſeree_thet, andets;, 
ſanding ſhall 2:26 
- 12. Ts neo from the MES p7 

|. ug the man that ſpraketh Jr 
chinead 


20. - That thou ey" walk. in the way.» 


good men, 10 Wy tbe obo of, the re 
FrohS. | 


LS y 


l - iT, 
þ 
- 


*. . 
-- $] 
* PS, _ 
- 
Xx ws. 
. — 


F ; 
- Thisdifcourſe at Gnlh ate me wibrieed) ſub... , 
pitzon, tharthere was mare it + 9x <6 1 
yet :knew z, this opene+ mihe ears-to inſteiſs? 
| tions. and-inade wry ething © 


i the; | hy Ia 
Mouc,  . os ni 


Vo 


, Youare't 
r in a matter which 
ation. . Thepord 


raper ly WY alias « 
afoo/vah 1Mmpr 


-7 i , »Þ 


Li, not- oply-- o B 


_ { 
_ 4 
. 


—Y 
= 4#© 
. * 


o 


C 
+ 


[ 2 p you h as 
Adder) you.will op. ul 
your ſ{clt to'be' plainly ur 


formed. >" 'F-$- 
. Kib. Nay Sirg-pray take me notfor 
ly reg rrat 5-0 

0 10Y. own art oy 
thing thar 1 knoW'B 


LOa 
- - A 
= l 


= x 


_ 


ro be my ny; [1 


Li 


wo "Ie WG of Goda Meh" 


; Mey ire often hid from mens'tniderſtimd- | 
_ igg)and that pans by < —__ fomer: . 
_ by Men; | ts 
4 By God, either! . 2 aignry as 
pen he reveatec $0 wow. A hid from 
|" Theme and prudent, Adare, 112 25. Ever jo 
 *« \father, for fair feemerh good: in thing eyes; of 
Lg <li judicidlly, if will not tee whieyo they 
Tp - may, they ſhall got where they aeed':- {o'Chrift 
3 pp aid. concerning FWuſdew's, Thow Hadi Pro- 


” phers to. teach-th the things belonging a9 
we thy peace, but are. lid: from. 
"eyes. Make the Pau, of this people. fat 5-ufte" 


bes th like. of rhe Heathen 'Phijotophers, Raw. 
+ #.. 19. whoasthey did nor. liks, ro retain" Goat 
” '- 9n their kwowledg, to God gave then uy to o ve 
© Probate mind. v. 28, They had, indeed,many 
*® . -of them, Wiſe heads, but their forkfh 14 
"was darkened, v. 21. and much more. to” this 
purpoſe. $o dreadful a thing' it is 6 diſfitc 
the gay of Grace, and ſupprels. thernotionss 
we have, or may have of divine: eehrhs. This 
- ftom God. nll 
>. 2, From Men, oblc ring and taſting [miſts 
of falſe reafonings over truth andetrour; du 
32g nebarg fa, ſpoiling 'men 'by.alas Philofobbyy 
"i call& way not to dparage trutreafolingyy -. * 
WW or a diligent fearch into the nv lefgbof- | 
2 Gods works ; bue ro fipnific an zmpr ſhewss "> 
- tearning, imployed to palliate filihon 8 
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for Wiſe Meat Kan." ut 
ny do trouble a —_ yet they 
cannot -ſatisffe 3 and puzzeb-their ener - 7 
only with- deſign to-bring thers-to ani 
faith, and blind obedience for if hereby: 
ofrephian- ſpirits, who have a mind to Lord-it: - | 
over Gods Heritage, can but-make men begins” þ ' 

' to think, that Goſpel-  ſomplicity is & - 
thing.4' the Rule of Gods Word is n/ufficiemty + 
the guidance of bis ſpirit thereby is but conceabs. 
ed Entbuſia/my"and their own judements of fe * 
cretion nothing worth, becauſe they skilb a 
theſe entanghing; Schoo!-notions ; ; They this 
attempt to. put out theit eyes; to-make and ,, 
have them blind,” ready to be Jed by thei... 
blind” guides ,- till they both Fall into: che * 
ditch. > 
Eth. But how ſhould vnlearned men day iff © 
they do not take up many things upon truſt? + 
for in many controverſies it ismoſt certain, 
learned men. cannot refolve rhemfrlvesg'1n 
nor ſo much as underſtand the ar 
diſtioions uſed, whem they-are-laids befor 4 
them. - Now here -chink-4t is necefſury-fo - 
them' to-believe what the Church teaches; am «al 
do: all that their Reverend Diumes do" | I _ 
them; / bit 30S _ if 
, Lox; The words [ Chircky cxdl Zenon 


Divines ] (4s they are £quivocally þ 
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are 'gfand-cheats. Every: good: Chriſt 

; grants: tha that the true Church 'is to be heave 
; Ng 5 are Reverendy and rheip ce! 
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| 12 -TheWh of Good Men 
Þeautiful': Bur'then this Church muſt be of 
”-, Chriſts inff:1xtion, and thoſe: Divenes of bis 
: niſon and both reaching [according to Gods 
Re d, which our judgment of diſererion muſt 
apprehend and judg'of.: But if Church ſignifie 
a pack 'of combining men, who would have 
- Religion truckle under politick 'deligns,/ and 
. "Projc only to keep themtfelves up higtin the 
world, claiming to rhemlelves:undue privi- 
edges, to _ unjuſt prepay ei voice 
BS the voice of a ſtranger, which'the Sheep of 
X "Ct aft neither will, nor ougbr to hear. F 
o So if by Reverend Divines be only meant 
| men of affetederavity in an Eccleſiaſtical ha- 
+ +: bit, and proudly: afſuming a dignity from, ſome 
_  * ,outward' worldly preferments, or the titular _ 
honour of higheſt Accademical degrees, where 
there :is indeed little inward worth, or real 
ye to God, or true —_ : ſuch Reverend” 
Droines are another ſort of animals 'in Sheeps 
clothing, that gape for their gain from their 
quarters, and -wear rough garments to de- 
*% ceive; theſe are to be fled from, rather than. 
heard, and their. 'decifion of controverſies is 
-*"; but: the impoſing of* fallacies. upon credulous 


©” . and unwary men. An example of all this may 


be the eAmichriſt-and his Popiſh' Clerg 

=>” who have ſolong deceived the Nations, - a 

””  fedthem to perdifion and deſtruion, Rill on- 

\. - der the fſpecious' names. of the 'Catholick, 
. (hurch , Mother Church , Doftors-of: the 

Bn _-2. Church, 
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Ps "Sc. » 
þ. Well, but lct the-Pope g0 3s I | 
what if the Church and Reverend Parſon 
really, ſych, what thtn? 

Log. Wny then, hear them as nu i” 
tore ;, but then they will certainly -teach ve 4 
cordins to Gods written word, wheel 
muſt ty both chem, their muſfion and t 
Do&t.une.Propoſe then to your (elf that 
the great (tanding and ſufficient Rive, to1 
by. To the law andto the teſtimony. Search 7 
ſcriptures, for tin them Je think, ( and. ye 
rightly, being convinced of 2 truth) rol Ma e 
erernal life. And if any ſpeak fot Po he a 
wor d, what wiſdoms in thin tTry all ths ola "Fa 
. faſt that which is good, And many' more luch, : 
places might. be mcntiontd.' Tu 

Ech Oh but this Rule is' ſometimes ner 
cult. elle how are there ſo many controverſies 
on foot among thoſe who own the fufficiency, - | 
of Scripture againſt che DoArive of, Papilts * + /* 

. Some Dogmaticaly hold the Scriptures - © _ 
ſuſhiciency, who 'yet pradically deny Ny k.” 
why is there fo auch t6 do about humane! c0 
trivance .in Religiods marters', where * the . 
Warranc from Scripture catinor be red? 
and therefore in, Livih', wer (are not” 
wol agreed about ng pain FO nh 
thing. 5. * | 
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14 TheWay of Good Men 
| But nowasto the difficultzes you ſpeak of: 

furely foundation-truths are manifeſt enough to 
”. ,anythar will uſe diligence in the ſtudy of the 
+” Scriptures, and good attention to the plairi 
c RM | hing of the Goſpel, ſo as they may hold 
F the head, and fafely.arrive to happineſs. But as 
| _ to Circwmtantials, both in diſcipline and wor: 
'S ſhip, or any thing elſe that may relate to pra- 
F thee. there are many difficulties and contro- 
._ Vetſies may ariſe, which though they are not 
+ about fundamentals, .yet are not tobe negle- 


= & 
: . 
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* 


+ Red ; for this is obſervable, that thofe who 
' Ws rea bh and praQice erroncouſly in theſe things, 
_, *do (for the moſt-part ) undermine Religion, 
nibble at the roots thereof, and diftroy its 
xt, life, or power, This we may fee in 
ie Popiſh Ceremonies, and Rites received 
froth the Heathens, which are really of no 0- 
theruſe, than to ſerve their worldly intereſts; 
| and turn Religion into formality. 

| " Eth..Well, but how ſhall we be reſolved a- 
hour theſe difficulties, ſeeing you ſay, they 
#70 mot to be neglefted ? we know circumſtances 
a ſometimes ſo vary. ations, that we cannot 
| how to apply the rules to them ; nor does 
{-I thick) the Rule reach every particular 
jon we ſometimes draw conſequences 


alogy, proportion and fimilitude, which 
hrifſtian is not skilPd to do ; and there- 


BY 
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2 herein muff be a deference to the judgment 
* of the learned, Lis 


—_ Lg : tr. "15 
adorn 
Wer 45 py (au if-k& 
es by Duration of men, or by di pine 
Bd promotions, whereby mep a00'a 
wi __— will 6nd, that mep.of as: go0d- f6- 
. de othet (inde: oy ſee 
Ho the yanjzies under the. Sun, ghar oery 
ofrxp"the race s noo. the hs nar theheregt - 
to the ſtrong, neither yet brgad to the wiſh, ner |/ 
yet riches to men of widerfanding, ne ye fs. 


vour fo wen of shill, Ecclel, 9, i1. eng 
will be at a loſs ftill. Now, 1 rhinkin fe 
caſes, direQion way rather he taken fromyghe 
Holy Ghoft in thisSc ure. He m_ 
judg of the Way 9 p Rags 6 of; the 
"i of the learned," and.chat way w3ll La ; 
an excellent comment on the; Feripture-Rulni * © 
and'this'1 take to be the ſcape ot the Tens» 
which will appear, if we refle@ugen the-gt- 
neral defign of the Chapter. X 
Eth, Pray give me (if you pleaſe) Tony 

'lyſisof the whole context; for 1: would wil 
rn ſee how this Text doth acſplye diffigul- 

ag decide controveries. 

' Lox Well then: bere are firſt to he nated 

the Chapt. an Exhortation, Direions and 
mbar | 

1. The Exhortation is (implycd)- to the | 

ftudy of wiſdom. Now by wiſdom, in this 
Wit is underſtood, ſo __ Ns tial 


cab God, 46: 


exivative grack 4 "IO 
TL © Log 


\ wr rok ,Þ All which bag Ws | 
- *endravours in our ſelyes.” , And becauſe a may - 
+ be ineffeftual, if we teſt jp qur.own perform, 
"" Miices' therefore h farche vireth us to Fray 
- Hr Cop, hejofluc i 
v.43.) Now | | 

is endeavours by 
ceedingn both 


— 


'® * this bs we are grorder] by _ 
| 3 Promiſes, in certain a ngiter 
depending Ranks.  . oy 
Firſt, You ſhall find wiſdom 3; 3, vpop 
er oye you: ſhall 'not loſe y yous. 
. Ard that you may ink this Fed's 


Ig ra fe « promiſe; know | 

or" Secondly, That wiſdom ſhall be very benehi- 7p 

4 «ts you,to dirett Loa here,and to bring T9: TY 

XN ek Nb betcafe od } Ne 

$ Fodend, is hike ts wha ſong. 06 £0; 
do uy, both t forth by the 6xampld hich” -2 
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rs Wik foo to Welk ; in. 17 


men do follow, and the (ompany which they ' 
keep in them.. Ir therefore guides us to avoid 


the evil, both men, v. 12, &c, and women, 

v. 16, &e. and to accompany and smitare good | 
—_ Y. 20. 

2. And after we have walked i in this good 
way with good: men, he promiſeth, it ſhall 
bring us to happineſs, v. 2 1. Where Spiri- - 
tual and Eternal mercies ( according to the 
Pedagogie. of thoſe times) are couched un- 
der. temporal promiſes. (of dwelling in the 
land ) and this.the more commended by com- 
- pariſon with the ſtate of the wicked, v. 22. 
hut the wicked ſhall be cut off, and arverty' root- 
6d out of it. 


This is the general {cope of the Chapter, 
whereof the 20th , is that which 1 ſhalt (it 
you pleaſe) ſpeak a little more particuldrly to. 


Eth. I pray do, for 1 do not yet Hig 
the ſtrength of your AER from 7 

of good men, 

| Log. The- thing I am to Oy is what 
" _ may becontained in this ninal point, that 

'- . Godly wiſdom direfts men to walk" in the way 


- - of good men, and keep the paths of the vid doone.- : 428 
T's manifeſt the inference wheroh, the words ©. \ 2 


.J of the text may. be explained. Fir Disjurs.. | 
+ QAtively, &c. then ColleAeyau oft P0y B 


18 The Way of Good Men 
1. Dizjunttively, thus, 
Walk and keep] Notes continuance andper- 
ſeverance walksng is a leries of ſteps, a courle 
of ations; and keeping, a holding faſt, not- 
withſtanding diverſions, difſwaſions, or dil- 
couragements, | 

Way and paths] Note good mens conſtant 
courſe, their general manner of living (nor 
their deviatsons , turning a {ide out of their 
way 3 nor their deſiſkencies, weak reſtings 
and fainting in their duty , through the re- 
mainder' of corruptions ): But it is that,, 
which in the equability of their minds, and 
greateſt freedom from temptations, they do, 
with full approbation and comfort, chule be- 
fore any other way. 

Gooa men, Tighteous | Signifies,. not one, 
' or ſome, but the generality of ſuch z not per- 
fealy, or abſolutely righteous (for ſuch there 
are not on this fide Heaven), but ſincerely lo, 
and comparatively too, with the moſt of other 
men.z Both appearing ſuch to the judgment of 
a Charitable prudence and diſcretion. And 
thus ' I explain the words Disjun&tively. 
Now , 

2,. Celletively, Walking and keeping, -in 
.the way.and paths of ſuch good and righteous 
Men, imports, : v4; 
+, Is, Company, Society, and delighting to be 

with them; as on the other hand, ſhunning 


- out of "Conſcience all wicked men, who may _Þ 


beguile or pollute us, 2. Init 


2, Imitation, following them in their good 
ways, and therein doing as they do. 

This <xplication of the words, be pleaſed to 
keep in mind, for | fuppoſe we ſhall have occa» 
ſion ro refle& upon it, in an{wering ſome Ob- 
j:Rions, which perhaps you may make, 

Eth. 1 think indeed 1 ſhall make ſome Ob- 

j*Rions z for methinks 1 find divers things al- 
a ariling in my mind, 
Log. Very likely : But I pray forbear a lit- 


tle, till I have ſhewed you the concurrence of _. 


ſome other Scriptures, with the general ſcope 
of theſe words, 


Eth. What necd that ? 1 know you hold the . * | 


authority of any one Scripture enough to en- 
force a duty, and over-rule the Conſciefice, if 
the ſenſe of it be clear. 

Log. Right : But then the ſenſe of it will 
bemore manifeſt, when God teaches the {ame 
thing in other places z, nor is it needleſs, that 
he ſodoesz for the deceitfulneſs of our hearts 
is ſuch, that Conſcience is apt to ſhift and flip 
beſide the eds of one word, unleſs there be 
more to meet with itz but a manifold Cord 
is not eaſily broken, What is ſaid of conſent= 
ing Preaches, may be applied to conſenting 
Scriptures, 1 Cor. 14.24, 25- which when 
-men hear C unleſs their hearts be hardened ), _ 
they are convinced of all, they are of _. 


© all, and ſo thethoughts of their beart (about 
fome Rn ne 0 


linfut courſe; which 
DF B z 
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*y The Way of Good Men 
unwilling to part with ) are made manifeſts 
and they will be torced to fall down and wor” 
ſhip God, ſaying, This is of a truth the mind 
of God. 

Eth. Well, I pray proceed in your own 
method. [EF ; 

Zog. Firſt then, Let us conſider ſome Scrip- 
tures that Eontern the calling of the Genriles, 
and reftauration of the Fews z in which, ſociety 
and mutual invitation, is fo ſet forth, as if 
there were ns going to true Goſpel Faith 
and Worſhip, but in company with other 
.good men. Such is that 1/a- 2. 2, 3» 5. (the 

fame with Mich. 4. 1, &c.) wherein after the 

promiſe of advancing Chriſts Spiritual King- 

dom, v. 2. the accefs thereunto, is by Com- 

Panies, calling one npon another, Come ye, and 

. let us go' up, &c. SO v. 5. Come ye, and let 

* walk in the light of the Lord. Now what 

do theſe Invitations fignifie , but that all 

who are faithful and obedient, ſhall hearken 

to them, comply with them, and jJoyn them- 

{elves unto the Lords people? So Fer. z.15,17, 

48. Inv, 15; is a promiſe of faithful Mini- 

ſters, and a happy ſucceſs of their labours, They 

' - ſhall feed you with knowledg and underſtanding; 

2 The conſequence of which, is, the Fews fogs © . 
- * faking their Rityal and Ceremonial Worthip, 

© 2. 16-.and the Gentiles, the # tions of 
heir evil heart (3, e. their Idolatrous Super+ 


Ritions), and they ſhall both joy was + F 
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for Wiſe Men to Walk in. 21” 
ple of the Lord, v. 17. Then the Schiſm be- 
tween Judah and Feruſalew ſhall ceaſe, and 
they ſhall come together to Gods true Worſhip, 
and their' own happineſs, v. 18. So Zach. 8. 
21, 23. Let wi go ſpeedily to. pray before the 
Lord: Thus fay the Inhabitants of one City 
to thole of another, / will go alſo, v 21, and 
v.23. Ten of the Gentiles thall take hold of 
the skirt of a Few, ſaying, We will go with you, 
for we have heard, that God is with you. God. 
is with his people, and they that will walk 
with him, muſt walk with th:m. One place 
more, and that is Hoſea 14, 0. Who t wiſe ? 
and he ſhall underſtand theſe things ;, prudent, 
and he ſhall know them: for the' ways of the 


The ways of the Lord arc good mens walks, 
and wiſdom and prudence enabling us to. oh» 
ſerve ir, cannot but dire& us into their blef- 
fed Company. + hg - 

Here the general reaſons of our DoQrine 
might be added to theſe teſtimonies , viz, 
That wiſdom and prudence dire& us how we 1% 
may be freee from ſin and mifery, and how A 
we may attain holineſs and happineſs , all * » 
which are the very end of good mens ways, 
and therefore wiſdom does point them out un» - 
tous. Of theſe things we may fay tomeriving. 
mort anon : But firſt, let me hear what you.» 
have to fay-againſt this D3Qrine in general, 


andthe proof thereof. Ee TR 
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I2 The Way Good Men 
Eth. I ſay this ſeems to be's.. faTtiows ſetting 
ting fuch dit - 
ference between men, calling ſome good men, 
the godly party, &c. in the mean while what _ 
muft all the reſt be, 'but wicked, navght, and 
wholly to be avoided ? 
ay; Nay, rather on the contrary, it takes 
wake fattions; for if all men would be good, 
as they ought to be, and joyn with good men, 


+ as they ought to do, then what would be- 


come of parties? 'But in caſe wicked men will 
not be perſwaded hereunto, and there muſt 
ſtill be parties; then it tends to weaken the 
worlt Fattion, and may by degrees root it 
out 3 becauſe no man can have a mind to be- 


- reckoned among the worſt, even a Thief pur- 


ſued leaves his Crew, and thruſts himſelf into 
the. Company of better reputed.' Beſides 
(friend), this Doctrine ſets not up parties 
which are not; foc there is, and will be ſuch 
a difference of good and bac, though we take 
no notice of it. The word throughout Ce- 
Elares it, and yet cannot be charg*d with ma- 
king FaRions; No, no; there are afſuredly, 

and will be Flocks of Chriſts Sheep, that hear 
his voice, and Heards' of Goats and. Swine, 
filled with Lufts, and nofſelf d with Devils. 


| Theſe are bere lufficiently deftinguiſhed, and 


will be fully beregfter ſeparated. 

' Eth. But you may be miſtaken /in. your 
Saints, your good men; for deceivers may. 
* | ny 


for Wiſe Men to Walk in. 23 + 
arife who will /educe even the Ele, e Mark 
13.22, 

"Log. If it were poſſible, ſays the Text ;, for 
God ſecures his Ele from ſedution , and 
therefore *tis impoſſible. They may indeed 
be miſtaken in part, and for a time, butnot to- 
tally and finally, in matters of greateſt impor- 
tance. Nor can ſuch an infinuating hypocrite 
ſeduce to manifeſt wickedneſs, hut his Vi- 
zard of ſanRity will (ipſo faGo) immeciate- 
ly fall off, and then he will appear more oGt- 
ous to every gracious heart. 

Eth. I know indeed, ſome of your nicer 
people pretend to a Spirit of diſcerning, fo 
that a hypocrite, they think, cannot eſcape 
them, when perhaps inthe mean while they 
themſelves are the greateſt hypocrites. 

Log. If any bave a diſcerning Spirit, it is 

no other than the Spirit of God , guiding 

their fanQified Reaſons by the word : If any 

pretend otherwiſe to judg of men, I ſhall al- « 
tow it to be fond Enthuſiaſm, and their pre= ' 
tence vain hypocrifie, as you ſay, Eccleſia no F 
judicat de inviſibilibus, Neither the Church 
nor any of its genvine Members, do judg of 
things inviſible :\this were to ſtep into Gods 
Fhrone, Nor truly- need any look for betrer | 
marks of men than the Scriptures do affords _. 
Good and bad Trees are known by their Fruits:3 
profane men be ſure are eaſily enough diftin= 3 
guiſhed'; yea and hypocrites too, if we attend! , 2 
«106 by WS... un E. 
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| 24 + The Way of Good Men 
unto the word. Does the hypocrite pray 
continually ? Job 27. 8, 10-: does he always 
..call-vpon God? There's one mark-: Hypo- 
Crifie holds not on in good ways. Now you 
may remember in the explication , *tis the 
good mens way, and not the by-ſteps of pre- 
tenders, that we ſhould have regard unto. 
The Word of God is a light to diſcover: the 
moſt concealed works of darkneſs, 1 Fohz 2. 
I9. therefore hypocrites ſhun this light , 
whereas {incere ſouls can boldly fay (with the 
Apoſtle), We are made manifeſt ro God, and in 
your conſeiences, 2 Cor. 5, 1. * | 
- *Buthere (friend), while we ſpeak of hy- 
pocrites, let me caution you of one- great 
wickedneſs, that too many are guilty of ; 
which is,- to account, and call «ll profeſſion of 
more ſeriouſneſs in Religion, or at leaſt, the 
generallity of it, bypocrsſie ;- as if there were 
indeed, no ſincere piety towards God, hone 
towards. mex, or ſobriety in reſpe&t to them- 
ſelves; This conceit is not only diſhonoura- 
ble to God and Religion, but a grievous in- 
jury even to mankind. And it is here obſer- 
vable, with admiration, - that thoſe very per- 
fons, - who charge others with uncharitable 
cen{oriouſneſs, for accounting, or calling '4 
Spade, a Spade ;, I mean, 'for judging of, the 


Ws preſent ſtate of wicked men by their wicked 


lives, will yet take upon them to declare 
a (fuch as hypocriſie), where not hing 
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bot what is (good doth appear in mens lives and 
converſations, 


Eth, But ſuppoſe wicked men are diftin- |. 


gviſhable, as you ſay; yet 1 do not ſee, bug 
they may go on in the way of Religion, to- 
gether with better men, and the Scripture 
{eems to allow them, ro grow together in the 
Field of the Church : So then there: will be 
but one way of good and bad men ; and where 
then is the diſtinguiſhing choice you ſpeak of ? 
where is the way of good men ? | 

Log. Though in ſome common things of 
moral and political concerns, they may con- 
cur, as members of: the fame polity, for the 
prefervation (in ſome meaſure) ot. the whole, 
and for the common good; as for -inflance, 
moſt men (be they religious or not )- do a- 
gree that Murtherers and Thieves, &c. muſt 
be puniſhed, elſe no Lives or Eſtates could 
be ſecure : maintaining propriety, every one 


is for, and common Juſtice betwixt man. and; . 


WLFET 
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man. But yet if once we.come to things-of 


a divine concern, true and ſpiritual worſhip of i gh 


God, and opinions leading thereunto ; as al- 
{o concerning ſin and duty, in ſome queſtiona- 
ble practices, which. do not ſo immediately: 
reſpe& the whole Society of men : in theſe 


things you will find them as Curds and Whay, 


run a part,” or as Water and. OQyl, hardly, or 
never- mingle together, ' If in caſe a hypo- 
crite creeps.in amongſt a ſober party, he will 
OH ' oy (% 
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(as was ſaid) be diſcovered, ang diſcharged in 
due time. 

Now for that Scripture, Let both grow to- 
gether, it is not to be underſtood as if pub- 
hick Church- Diſcipline were to be wholly 
negle&ed, or private Chriſtian care to avoid 

a ſcandalous perſon, called a brother, to be 
utterly laid aſide; but only calls to modera- 
tion in Cenfures, leſt through raſhnelſs the 
Wheat be plucked up allo. However, if 
Tares ſhelter themſelves among the Wheat, 
this warrants not any, who would be account- 
ed Wheat, to immer{ſc themſelves among the 
Tares. 

Eth, But has not this a favour of the Do 
natiſts Separation ? or of thoſe p who ſaid, 
Stand off, I am bolier than thou, Iſa. 65. 

a people whom ( howſoever highly Ek 
thought of themſelves, yet ) God deſpiſes, 
and calls them a ſtink, in his noſtrils ? Of this 
ſort they ſeem to be, who call themſelves and 
_ the godly party. 

The Separation here implied, and 

Fr, for, is only Separation from the evil 
of inen, and from the men themſelves, with 
reſpe& thereunto 3 that is, leſt we be made 

'Partakers of their evil, or harden them, or 
offend and endanger others. Thus it is ne-- 
ceflary duty to avoid the way of- evil men, 
and by conſequence the men perſiſting in that 
way.But 'tis not the may of good men,proudly 
* to 
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to contemn others, and be conceited of theme 
ſelves (as thoſe in the Text you mention) 3 *tis 
rather to walk humbly, both with their God, 
and towards all men. And yet I pray mi= : 
ſtake not, as;if it were blameable to judg 
thoſe godly (or the godly) with whom we 
joyn 3 Elſe, how ſhall we walk in the way of 
good men , unleſs we judg them good men. 
with whom we walk? R<ſle& again on that - 
place, Come let us joyn our ſelves tothe Lord: 
thatis (as takeit), the Lords people, and 
the Lords worſhip and ſervice performed by** 
them ; whar elſe can be the meaning of it * 
Add hereunto, that ſurely he muſt be of 'a 
very profligate mind, who calls himſelf, and 
his party (to ule yonr Phrafe), the ungodly 
party; who joyns to., and follows thoſe, 
whom he profelles he knows to be evil men, 
wicked and ungodly, 

' Eth Surely ( for all what you ſay ) there 
is fome Society to be afforded even to wicked 

men; was not "our Saviour a Companion of # 
Publicans and Sinners ? he ſeemed to be more 

{ociable than you would allow men to be. 

Log. Our Saviour was -no Companion of 
iuch, though he often was in their Compa- 
ny.: He was among them as 'a Phyſician, to 
heal them; and fo may his faithiul Minifiers: 
or Dilciples, when Chriſtian prudenge ſhews 
them a.call, A good Chriſtian may, 'and* 
eughr ro afford, even wicked men fuch Soci-— 
| +>& - » ety,” 
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| ety, as Relation, civil Neighbourhood, Ne: 
ceſfity, or Charity do require. But what is 
this to walking in their way ? needleſs famili- 
arity with them ? or finful intimacy ? or ſet» 
ting them as our patterns to walk by,as if their 
. darkneſs were a light ? which are the things 
condemned. | © + OE 
Eth. Well, be it as you ſay: yet I think 
every one will be ready to plead, 7 follow good 
en, -at leaſt in the things that concern Gods 
ſervice. Are there not good men of ſeveral 
Judgments and pra&tices ? It may be you have 
. good men of your way, and ſv have we of 
ours ; *twere uncharitable to-judg otherwiſe* 
Now when good men go ſeveral ways, which 
is the way of good men ? Surely this Rule 
muſt be very uncertain,. eſpecially ſince every 
n will be apt to judg well of their own peo- 
ple. 
Log, If men will deceive themſelves in 
+ their judging, who can help jt? But truly 
every one cannot, with a hand on their heart, 
fay ſo; ſome mens ways are manifeſtly wicked 
in their own and others eyes z Immoralfties 
can {with no ſenſe be called good ;, but as to 
the diverſity of the minds and ways of good 
men, truly tocalled, I pray remember what 
was before noted [Not the-way of one, or a 
fem good men is inteaded, but of the genera- 
wty], This Clue I muſt defice you to carry . 
throughout all our diſcourſe : Remember 4 = 
/ - 0, 


Py 


| opinion warrant enough for praQice ? What 
- 8Hot univerſally rrye; for there are humane 
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ſo, *tis the. way of ſuch, and nor their devia- 
tions 3 and yer again, that this way, or com- 
mon praiſe of the generality of good men, . 
muſt be taken as a comment on the Rule (which 
Rule is Gods Word) and not for any particu-- 
Jar good mens weakneſſes, under temptation; 
or pradtices againſt the Rule. Theſe things 
remembred, 1 am ſure you will not find ſuch 
diverſity in the opinions and praQices of good 
men. 

Eth.But all this notwithſanding,it ſeems to 
be but a popular argument adcaptandum vulguu : 
there isno force in it,only'a plauſibity,or if you 
will, a pobability at beſt. For even a generality 
of good men, are men, and fallible ſtill, and fo 
may be deceived 3 it has but the force of a bu+ 
mane Teſtimony, which is the weakelt of all 
proofs. 

Log. It is indeed a popular argument, and 


- ſuch as the weakeſt may underſtand ; 'tis a 


guide to the blind, a ſtaff to the weak: men 
that cannot much diſpute, may yet without 
doubt or controverſie, hereby learn what they. - 


' may ſafely do. And this is its high commendati- 


on,0r plauſibility,if you will fo call it; but that 
it wants force, is denied ; if it have but proba- 
bility, as you ſay, is not that ſufficient to re- 
move doxbt, and beget opinion? and is not that 


youlay of the weaknels of bumane Teſtimony, 


< x4, 
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Teſtimonies ſo circumſtantiated, that they he- 
come #ndubitable, though not infallible ;, as for 
inſtance, that there were ſuch men as Alexan- 
der and {far, that there are ſuch Citics as 
Pars and R ome, | undoubtedly know, though 
I never faw c:ther the one, or other. 

Erb, This is true ; but how ſhall I know, 
when a humane Teſtimony is fo circumſtantia- 
ted, as to be Cubitable or indubitable ? 

Log. *Tis dubitzble and weak, when there 
is ſome ground to fulpeR, that the perton wit- 
nefſing is deccived, ora decciver z yea, there 
. is fome weaknels, when we have not a proba- 
bility, that he is neither the one nor the other. 
But on the other hand, it js moft indubitable, 
and certain, when we have many reaſons to 
perſwade us, that the witnefſes are true men, 
and fpeak knowingly, ctpeciaily where there is 
a general concurrence of ſuch men in their T e- 
ſtimony ; yea, and yet more firm, when they 
bear Teſtimony to tuch things as have ſuffi- 
cient Evidence otherwiſe , eſpecially where 
things are confirmed by the Truth of God, 
and have concurrent Teſtimonics of the Scrip- 
cure. | "A 
Eth. What need Humane Teſtimony be ad+ 
ded to Divine ? 'T 
- Log. None ar all to confirmTruth,but togive. 
eyidence,and make the Truth moreknown.Of 
b Is nature is thE Churches Teſtimony, whert 

Lis called, the pillar ard ground of Trinh __ 


for Wiſe Men'to Walk in. 3 
to be underſtood in a Forinſick ſenſe, as a pilla® 
in the Market-place, upon which an Edi& 
hung up, for publick notice, gives not'Autho- 
rity to the Law (that's from the Magiſtrate, 
but only ſerves for promulgation. So alſo the 
ſufferers for the Goſpel of Chriſt are called, 
wegJueets (Martyrs), Witneſſes, not toconfirm 
the Truth in it felf, but only to hand it over,as 
true and good. to our acceptance, as a thing 
worth maintaining. -with our lives. And fo 
here, the way of good men, makes it not goods 
becaule it is thesy way, but only (as a com» 
ment on the Rule) ſhews us, in example, what 
is required by precept. Now that one, or a 
few good men may be miftaken, is eaſie ts 
grant, but it is not eaſie ro conceive, that the 
generality of them ſhould be ſo 3 for though” 
they are all fallible men, yer they have very 
great advantages to underſtand Truth more 
than any other. | 

Eth. What are thoſe I pray ? g 

Log. Suppofing them to have equal natural 
parts, and equal improving opportunities with 
others 

Eth. Nay, pray ftay a little 3 I think they 
have neither : not the parts; for we common- 
ly ſee men lewdly diſpoſed to have admirable 
parts, beyond the common fiz2 3 not the op- 
portunities of improvement ; for the othgp 
have a larger extent of- converſation, even 


with ſome, whom perhaps, your good-men'  . 
| woud 


- 


\ 
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. red, have not really mare Wit than others, 


would conſcientiouſly avoid : Now this con+ 
ver{ation is more improving than your private 
contemplations. ts | W_ 
_ Log. I think you ate. in. both miſtaken; for 
molt of the Debavchees, whoſe Wit is admi- 


but more. boldneſs an@ oftentation to ſhew. 
what they have: Beſide, they take a liberty 
to icoff and jeer at ſuch perſons; and things, 
and in fuch manner, as a good man would ftu- 
diouſly avoid. But what is this Wit to ſober 


_ Wildom? Afpain, as to their improvement 3 


if you wind it well; you'l find ir bur a ſuperfi- 
cial buſtnefs, and a bare aptncſs tocontinue on 
In a fruitleſs and impertinent Company-keep- 
ing, whereby if any notions be gotten, they, 
are not concocted, nvr will they compenſate 
the loſs which otherwiſe accrews unto them. 
The truth is, many wicked perſons have good 
natural parts, and *twiil be their greater fault; 
that they put them not to the. beſt uſe z, but to 
fay, that generally they are ſo, and tht others 
otherwiſe, is rolay a moſt unworthy and grie- 
vous 'imputation upon all Religion and Ho- 
neſty, as if they were ſuch filly things, as no 
man of Wit or Breeding: would meddle with 


Eth. I could fay,” for diſcourſe fake, God. 
lygh choſen the fooliſh things of the world; but 
L foreſee, your anſwer will be the next wordsss 
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Teach me"thy way. 


for underſtanding. Now if Prayer, 


*1"'3, They bave promifes of guidance hi 
will $p toy Us "Y chap. v. 5: at 


© Res: ORG oe Sr 
of the plite', that Gods Wiſdom''is better HS 
than'the Worlds, thovgh it be'by the Vorld” 8 
accounted folly. But I have no mind to trine” > 
in ObjeCtions, and protraG adiſconrſe"t&'no-,, 
purpoſe 3" Ler' me therefore, if , you pleaſe, 
hear thoſe advantages which good men have : 
above others of equal parts and opporfani® . 
ries. _—_— & 
Log. They have, ' 1. more Diligence : 
mind rheir way, and the end of it ; they ſee 
Judgient', they make conſcience of impro® _ 
ving their time and opportunities, and'of re _ © 
ceiving Exhortations to Diligence and Indu> | 
ftry z they"are awakened to conſider "their -—_- > 
ways , while others in a ſpirit of ſlumber, 2 
may befaid 'to walk in theirſleep. In a words 52 
they have'a regard to all Gods Teſtimoness - . 2 
Pſal.1ig. And thoſe arc they which can'wmake 7 
wiſe the ſimple. grbett4t” 10 
'2, Beſides their own greater [nduſtry, they .._ - - - 
more” iwplore* divins guidance and aſſiſtance z 4 
Lead me in the way ever* C 
laſting. Let thy word be a lamp and a lantbors 
to my paths.” Eſtabliſh me by thy free ſpirit, Ge, | 
They cry after wiſdow, and hift' up their woe 
and the X | "3 
anſwers of it, be ſignificant, then ſurely-they 3 
have advantages above other men. And-th x 
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”, Wany other Scriptures. "Their way is taken 
- Ipecial care of by God, P/a, 1.6: The mock, 
' bewill guidein judgment, the meck, will be teach 
hs way, Plal. 25. 9g. Him that feartth the 
Lord will he teach in the way that he ſhall chuſe. 
V. 12.,The ſecret of the Lord is with them that 
fearthim. v. 14. {The ſecret] they ſhall nor 
have only the common knowledg ot men, but 
. Tomething extraordinary. The ſpirit of trath 
 # gtide into all truth, Joh. 16. 13. Hereby 
. our Saviour makes good that promiſe, Fob, 7. 
17. They that do bis will, ſhall know of the 
Doftrine ;, and divers other places offike im- 
port might be alledged. Ra. 
"Eth. Why truly, 1 cannot but ſay, you 
_ have ſufficiently proved this Point : 'Qnly in 
that of Fob. 16. I do not fo well underſtand 
the word [. Alltruth]. What! are good men 
; Omniſcient? or is 1t not poſſible for-a govd 


- 


man.to err ? | | 
+ Log. Yea friend, he may err ;,neither is he 
Ownilſcicient :- but this is certaing' Ml is truth 
in which the Spirit guides him :-If he err, it 
is. from. his not attendance to his teaching, 
And -again, There is no truth which he needs 

. to know (in his circumRances),/*but-hethas a - 
promiſe to be inſtructed therein," if he 'em- 
brace the guidance of this bleſſed Spirit, Now 
the generality of good men in their way (the 
general courſe of their lives} may be/well ſup: 
poſed fotodoz and in any dill 


mays] "and doubtleſs.do led with. God upon 
this promiſe for direQion, 


Eeþ./ thank you for this hint, There are” 


many hard caſes in opinion and prattice ; and-- 
Lee there isa way to have them reſolved, even 
by imploring/the guidance of Gods ſpirit, 
Log. Yea, and by clofing wigh thoſe g 

men who have that ſpirits gui 
ber that, Zach. 3. | We will go with you for we 
bave, beard that the Lord is with you. Many 
courſes men take to be” relolved in difficulties, 


bue: ſurely this is the. wifeſt courle they can © | 


take z for *cis that which this Spirit, who 
_ ito all truth. teacheth us, not only this 
' Scripture, Prov-.2, but in divers others, 4s 
hath been ſhewn.« To all which, Let me here 
add that notable place, Cant. 1.7;8. In v. k 
the: Church in general, (or believing-ſoul 

particular) prays for dire&ion ar. to find - 
ſpiritual reſt, edification © and fatisfaftion.-. 
Chriſt anſwers that prayer, v. 8. 1f Thou, 
knaweſf. not &c. If thou art at alofs ; if thy 
way he darkned by the miſts, which deceitful 
men, or divels do caft e thine eyes, Got 
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|. Conventicles, whither I am fure I muſt not 


£0, ; ww 
Log. The Aſſemblies of Gods. people, 
«wherever they be, are no unlawful Conven- 
ticles, whatever the world accounts, .or calls 
them, The true Shepherds Tents are ſome- 
times hidden anong the Thickets, in a cloudy, 
dark and ſtormy day z and when the true 
Church, . in: any degree, is forced 'into the 
Wilderneſs, in the mean while the compans- 
ons {that is, falſe Teachers) may have their 
flocks, 572 aprico campo, in the open and: flou- 
riſhing fields, and unwary ſouls may tars aſide 
zo them; but the holy Spouſe'of Chrilt is ſoli- 
citous in this matter, v. 7. and” the. blefſed 
Lord is pleaſed to give us here a direQion, 
which'may keep us right when this difficulty 
does ariſe. - Your nnderſtanding ſurely is not 
ſo groſs, as to think the true Church of Chriſt 
can be no where but in publick places, and 
under  publick encouragement. You know | 
ſomething, . how the caſe ſtood under Heathen 
and Antickriſtian perſecutions... , '- | 
+ Eth. But the caſe is otherwiſe, where is 
2 Chriftian MagiſtrMes. | Et Lot 
EF © Log. Yea, where the Magiſtrates, who 
+ © bear the name of Chriſtian, are rightly incli- 
-.ned,-and rightly inform'd 4 but it is _—_ 
ble for well meaning Potentates tobe 
ceived and miſguided by ſubtil adverian 
truth and holinefs, All the e/Frriat 
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for Wiſe Mor to Walkin, 37 7 
tions were under Magiſtrates, who bare the © -* 
name of Chriſtian. But you and1, who are 
private perfons, cannot make a ſcrutiny into, 
or judgment upon the Councils, Deſigns, or 
ARions of Princes. Let it ſuffice for us to ob» 
ſerye: our Neighbours, who are nearer ovr. 
own rank, and whom we may ſafely bthold 
withofit endangering 'our eye-fight, Here 
am ſure we may obſerve more diſtinaly, and _ 
ſee a difference betwixt the ways of good and 
bad men, without offence, It is now (friend)-. 
a great while ſince I faw you, and I know not 
what Calling you are off; but wbatever it bey 
mind firſt thoſe of your own. profeſſion, _ then, 


thoſe that fall eaſily under your oþbſeryation of £ | 


other callings z 1 mean , thoſe whoſe Ges 


AS'We 


28 MTheWayof Orod Men 
the controverſies of Conformity, that Queen 
© - Elix, of famous Memory, wasnio friend to 
Puritans 5 and that the arguments of Noncon- 
formifts were reje&ted by the leatned King 
Fames ; and then, that the Compilers of the 
Liturgy were famous Martyrs and godly Bi- 
» ſhops, &c. Ergo, I know many things ate 
{aid among the learned about theſe matters 
(which 1 liſt not now to recite) ; but truly 
friend, I think its beſt to let theſe great ones 
reft in their honourable duſt, ſeeing there are 
arguments ſufficient Which may be had at a 
neafer hand: I mean, ſuch asare dtawn from 
the reaſon and nature of the thing,” or from 
the opinions and praftices of men, bir & 
zune 3 our own time and place wilt give vs 
| beſt obſervation of men, and eſpecially if they 
are of our own degree; for fo mafiy*ir- 
umſtances of aQions,,will appeat, that'tnay 
very material to enable us tomake A fright - 
judgment , which in perſons and ations at 
greater diſtance, may quite avoid” bur” no- 

tice. ”/ 3 

- Eth.I think,as you ſay,one may beftſcenear- 
er hand. Butnow ſuppoſe Idoobferre, that 
the better.men of my own rank arit*calling, 
do countenance ybur Way z yet 1,do. not fee 
where the wiſdom lies in joyoing Wal 


the 
"for elſe 
it, ahd : 


pnleſs I have ſoffic other arguments; 
my aſſent unto them can be but ig 
not rational. 
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to the contrary, and ſo way j«fly ſcruple to 


| to'proceed in, for ſatisfaCtion to go, 4 notiori AM 


Þbably they do fo likewiſe in things I do not *© I 
fo well underftand, I ſay, this-deduQtipry is © 


; As ME 


Log. Yea, rational, and not impticit. 1 | > 
do not bid yon, believe as they believe, be*. 
fore -you know what they believe, this were. . 
indeed implicit faith 3 bur I only bid bn; do fo. 
as they do, neſs you have reaſon to the con- 
irary : walk in their way, and you will ſoon- 
ſee the reaſon of it, yea, they will be ready 
to give'you an account of their fairh and pra- 
ice, If indeed you think, you krevedg 


Joyn in their praRict, by all means ſeek _the 
removal of your ſcruples, before you”en- 
ter- upon "their way that” you may not 
goon uncomfortably, and with a doubting 


But certainly it is 4 moſt rational method 


ad ignotius, from a thing plain and 'wanifeft, 

to ſome other" thiog that is more obſcure"ard 7 
dark.” Now®tis manifeſt, that theſe men. ge- 
nerally are ſober and honeſt men ; 1 arty infor- _. 
ced to judg fo by Charity, which. inketh ne . » 
evil, where to evil dath app <+ur 5 inthe things” 
which L plainly know, and underſtand, and * 
ſuch 'as are without controverſie, I ſee they _ 

walk-according to rule; therefore very pro- 


Fationa!, which | may illuſtrate by a familiar ,- 
fimilie. © 1 know (fuppoſe) Phiſirians, which 
in divers caſes have RE me _—_ 
Yo U 4 and 7 
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and ſuccesfully, which caſcs and procels have 
well underſtood ; now there happens-a caſe 
which 1 do not well underſtand, nor perhaps - 


| _ upon theirexplication am” able to apprehend : 


ſay then, it is more rational for me.to-truſt 


- theſe Phyſicians in this difficult -caſe,. than 


others whom [I have frequently ſeen -err in 
their ' praftice ,- even in ſuch. plain caſes 
which are very obvious, and. caſte to appre- 

Ech. Pray apply yous {tmilie. | 

_ Log., That's readily done ; remove [but the | 
maladies from the body to the mind, and ſays 
the caſes are matters of 'praQice, - and-then 
thus it proceeds as to the difficult cafe. Where 
things are intricated by Sophiſtry,- and argu- 
ments of praQice drawn from Antiquity, 

ſtory , Original Criticiſms, and. various 
readings, &c. wherein men of ſecular. me 
ployment, by reaſon of their calling and edu- 
cations, of young ones in reſpe& of time 'and 
Experience, cannot diſcreetly judg and fatis- 
fie themſAves, they may yet eaſily extricate. 


- their thoughts in the way that we here -pro- 


pole. -They may eaſily and. reaſonably ſuf 
pet that Religion, -or way of Worſhip, -or 
moral aftions, or cuſtoms of what kind ſoe- 
ver, which the generality of ſwearers, drunk- 
wros, ambitious, covyetous; or ignorants 0c. 


- do moſt approve of : and ſo on the contrary 
where a generality of good men (who are ſuch 
r- ; ts ww "as _ in 


% 


Ws 


in the diſcreet judgment of Charity --atg&- © 
ther inclined to praQice, of (with moderati- - +. 
on of ſpirit) to deſiſt: from a praftices+ This - 
cannot (I think ) but commend that praftice, © © + 
N- ordeſiſtence (at leaſt to ſeriqus confiderationz,. © 

if not) to preſent imitation and concurrence : 

The. reaſon is, becauſe .we can eafily.ſee, not 
only the unblameablenefs, but allo-the-uſeful- - 

_ neſs of good mens converſations ; this falls un- 

der every mans cognizance: And fo likewile 
'. we'can as cafily fee the immoralities: of ;evit © 2 
& mento he juſtly reprovable. Whence common =; 
WFeaſon will diftate this argument to'me4if _ 
they do either wilfully, orfignorantly miſcarry 
. in-things I doſo well underſtand, I cannat 
ſafely/ truſt them in«hings I neither.do-<0m- © 
prehend , nor can. welt ( if poſſibly )'-exa- | © 
mine, And 10 on the other hand, if theſc 
mer._do-that which falls under obſervation 
generally. well ; Surely if any men 'are-to 
| - believed in-more difficult matters, theſe are 
"> ONT. 241 Gini, 
. Eth. Hold a littte ; 1 know ſome. metrvety\- ©: 2 
unblameable*in their -lives , and ſuch: as:of -: 

whoſe faithfulneſs I cannot reaſonably.doubt,-. 

who: tell me, Thus ſay Antiquiry,. Hildany, \.4i 
Originals, \&c. otherwiſe perhaps thanyour _ ©; 
'F good men do-teach- and: praftice., Yea\agiing - -Z 
I have heard;. that Arminius, Socinus,, and'0+ . | 
thers,yho have been accounted the-broachers - 
of Errors and Hereſies, were men of > - 


> 
BS > 7 
\ 


"= = ve & 6 


4 
Ty 

- 

- ” 


»&, 


a IT — A te 
| go ſ SS + 
42 The Wayof Grod Min © 


dible outward converſation. What is to be 
faid now? G 
Log. *Tis now to be faid, that you' always 
forget what I have often called on you to re- 
member: And that is, that the way of 
men in the Text, is not the way [of ſome par- 
ricular-good,or laudible men, but ſtill co be un- 
derftood of the 73 now, the generality, elſe - 
the example or teſtimony of ſome ſuch parti- 
cular men would prove the moſt pernitious 
means to deceive us; yea, and the better theſe 
men do appear, the greater is the. danger of 
ſedution by them; for theſe are the men 
(and not lewd and ſcandalous ones ) who wonld 
deceive , if it were poſſible, the very Elett, 
-Only this let me deſire you to obſerve by the 
way, as to the matter in hand between you 
and me, Thoſe menof your way, that you ac- 
count very good , thoſe particular perſons 
| "Whom you propoſe, 'as not to be blamed; 
pray'tell me, are theſe great ſticklers*for the 
things in controverſie,' or only couchers un- 
der the burthen? Have they fuch an abhor- 
rence to our way, as to inſtigatt perſecution, 
encourage Informers, &sc. or only uſe their 
own liberty in thoſe things wherein they have 
a greater latitude than their brethren? 
. Eth. 1 cannot ſay theſe eminent mens, 1 
know, are over zealous about the matters in 
difference. - , ks 7 | 


Y 


Log. Why | 


are generally D 
Log. Ate they ſointeed ? Have you never - 42 


.the moſtufeful Miniſters; in ſuch 
© thought” they ſhould not bes very roughly 


Quiet enough- In many praftices, and more 


fer Wiſe Meu to Walk "in. - 4% © 
Log. Why truly then, they add to Gur _ 
good mefis: teſtimony, and 'may be numbred 
amongft them z for they alſo give in their fuf- 
frage but whiſperingly to*thoſe things which 
ours do openly avouch. - But ſtill remember. 
we ſpeak of generalitees. 

Eth. But l am perſwaded, the generality of 
your people are blameable in ſome things 3 and 
you ſeerni to juſtifie everrthe very irregularities 
of Profeſſors. | 

Log. Not at all; for (as I told you) the 
way of good men is*ut 4 comment on the- Rule, 
and not the Rule ir ſelf. 'We know theyeſt 
men are nor perfedt, as thypRule is." There 
may be too much of pride, paſhon, earthly- 
mindednels, &c- it» good ten; herein" they 
err out of 'their way; -theſe are devintions, 
all their 4&ions ate not fuitable 3 and if fome 
patticular perſons have'{pecial infirmitics, -re- 
member ſtill theſe are not thtzr way, nor ofthe 
bar SL $$ 

Eth. I'ſee you inſit-much- upon genera{ity; 
but for'6ught-1' perceive, this wouldleadto 
Oy well as uny thingſelie, for they 

ally fober it} their. converſations*®- 


read their railings, nor heard t 


hem reviling. 
Mae 
handled ? Kut now in*rhit kind they'evn be 


da- 
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doftrines |, they. manifeſtly croſs / the Rule : 
And-if- there be any thing commendable in 
them, it is but common to: others; and there- 
fore we-need not 'go-to them for preſidents. 
As forthe |things iwherein they:;pretend to 
, differ (though ſome of them: are matters of 
great moment), yet they are not ſuch high 
diſputes, "as, neeed--much learning to. confure 
_ them 3'-they -cannor' puzzle confcience with 


-- * Jifficulties pretending. to reaſon - they. have 


only Enthuſiaſm; and a ſtrong ſelfiſhyperſwali- 
0ny, "Which can have no rftional-influence on 
another man, unteſs it be by a. kind of faſci- 
nation, and th as the Gallatians were, 
when-they for{ook (their teacher, fooliſh and 
bemitched. Now 1 would bave you walk with 
- thewile, and be wiſe, Prov. x 3-20, 
Eth. Nay, ftay:alittle 3; not too. much of 
that. [ believe many good men, who are ho- 
| neſt; yetare not:over wiſe. - | / 
Tag. Your belief is not Divine, grounded 
\;Seripture;: for that informs yenj- that as 
ofjigoodnels as they have; 1s, much they 
have; of wiſdom: Therefore: we read of the 
wiſdow:of the juſt, Luke 1, 1:7; -*Tis rrve,, it 
is not:the wiſdom of-'the world ;; but what it 


._ - is, -and-how it-differs from thats you may 


read 1:CFr. 1; 17, 19,20; 21, 22; LIN | 
2. $96, Jy 1 35 +5471 
_ wot are none then wiſc porthey? 
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| for Wiſe men to'Walk in. = 
Log. No, none but they; and ſuch as haye x 
ſo m uch wildom entered into their hearts, as 
to incline them to come -to joyn with ther: 
Wicked men .are fools, as the Scripture” fre= 
uently teſtifies ; The companion of ſuch' fools 
all be deſtroyed ;, he runs to his own deftru- 
ion, and therefore i is a ſoo] too, See Prov. 28... 
. Evil men underſtand not judgment, but they 
that ſeek, the Lord underſtand all things. Name- 
ly, all, that 1s neceſſary for them to*know. 
The truth is (and that may be argument” to 
perlwade you,) Company is Caratterifticat; 
Nofeitar © ſocio. We may knew hereby, - 
what ſtate and condition, for the profent, we '# 
are in; good men, if we walkin the way of 
g00d men, and fo eyil, if with" evil. "Can 
two walk, together ,"unleſs they be agreed? 
eAmos 3+ 3- There is no agreement between Ki 
light and darkne(s, no communion between: 3 
them. "34 
You may read it -the mark of good men, 
2 Cor. 12. 18, walking in the ſame ſpirit. In 
the ſame ſteps, Pat 1. 1,1, &c. And [a 
wicked men.. Are ye notcarnal;-and walk.as 
men? 1 Cor. 3. 3. According tothe courſe "of © 
this world, Epheſ. 2 2, * When Elibu would 
charge Joh as a wicked man (though wrong- 
cubs he - ary him this charaQer, as # known” 
. lign,. Fob 34. 8. which (goeth in" cane. 
ny workers of . iniquity, and walkath 
| Enter This is a point of very great - 
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pos both as-to our preſcat: comfort and 
future happineſs, 2nd therefore. I ſhall .( if 
yu pleaſe.) a little more - fully inſiſt up- 
0 it. 
Eth, Pray do as you think meet. 
- T-og. Well then, 1I ſhall inftance in divers 
eXamples of this matter, to make the thing the 
clearer. This is notably exemplified in the 
Kings of Iſrael and Fudah, who though they 
were great perſons, it does not onlyconcern 
men of like condition, but even our ſelves, or 
any other men; for the greatnels of the ex- 
 amples take not away the parity of the reaſon 
.. _ in-the meaneſt perſon whoſoever; Now be- 
ks -fides ghe good Kings, who walked in the ways 
of Devid their father, we have inſtances c- 


- nough ro be enumeratedin thoſe of the wicked 
jock: As, 


his father Bak, 
and not in the way of 
| s David his father. 
1—26. Nadab, ( walked in the way of Fe- 
b, roboars, who made Iſrael 
"Is —34- baſs to fin. PR 

Kings 8. 18, fehoraw————of the Kings 
TY 1 asdid the houſc of Abb. 
LED I3- for the. aa. 6 
, on . LOwed FL 


7 I Kong.1 F+ 3: Abijam 


tedila the way of _. 


ik 4p 27« $@-tis abahenſd. 
of eAhbab, and did evil in the Tight: of-the'. 
Lord, as did- the houſe of -Abab, for he was bY 43 
the ſon-in Law of the houſe of Abab. | 
13. 6. Iſrael; im thedays of. Fehoa- + 
haz,, departed not from the fins of the houſe 
of Fer but walked therein. 
——- 11. Fehoabaz did the like. 
16.3. has did not that which was*. 
right as'did David his father, but walk- 
ed in the ways of the Kings of 1ſracl——and. . 
according to the abominations of rhe Wks 
whom the Lord<caft out. p” 
17, 8. 1ſracl in the days of... He- SY 
ſde4——in the ſtatutes of the Heathen, andof + 
the Kings of 1/rael, which they made: (that ' 
is), "_ about: Gods worſhip as he; never db © | 
refte 7 
' a Kills 8. 19. Fudab alſo——in: the fta- gs 


tutes of 1ſreel, which they made. = 
22, Iſrael in.all the fins of 
Feroboam, and departed not from them. & 3; 
—— 21. 21, 22. Ammon——— of his fas 


thers ——-not the God of his fathers. s 
2 Chron. 22. z. Abazia in the ways 
of the houſe of for his other wa, his. 
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| "Now fromgll thefe places you may fee, how | 


_- notorious fianers are caraerized to be walk- 


-ers'in the'ways of wicked men. Beſides, what 
they are here mamly cited ſor, there are other 
uſeful -corrolaries that-may be drawh from 
them, as, that no pattern of other* people, 
no'example of Forefathers, or Heathen j or 
Popiſh Predecefſors, can'plead preſcription a- 
gainſt the Law of God. That young ones rake 
care; and make conſcience about their Marri- 
ages, which elſe may hurt themſelves,” and 
ſpoil poſterity, as in Feboram and Abazia- 
That ftatutes of Omri, Kings of 1/rael, &c. 
bind not againſt the Laws of Heaven. © 
Thiſe things, and more ſuch like, may be 


: * noted by the by- But the chief thing which 


Fhere intend, is to help you to judg of your 
felf, by whom you. follow, accompgny , or 
moſt approve , and imitate 53 and if they 
are none of the beſt, *tis high time ro forſake 
them. 

Eth. What then ? muſt I forſake my Father, 
"Mother, or Anceſtors, and their advice and 
pratice? muſt I leave the ouy Wares | was 
born and bred.” 

. If you are'bred in a way not abitera- 
able to the way of g6od\men (as' before ex- 
plain'd ), and by conſequence not agri 
"tothe wares, 6 jo mm 
| Conſidering, that we ev one anſwer | 
EMEENE) AA othiers practice, 


or advice, - will not ſtand. as an excuſe in the 
day of Judgment, however thoſe perſons are 
related to us. No man. muſt be call'd father 
on Earth, in oppoſicion to our father in Hea- 
ven.. Faults will be charged, notwithſtanding 
the way of Anceſtors, and perhaps may be ag- 
gravated thereby, when there is a ſeries of pro- 
vocations from one generation to another, 
Zimos 2. 4. Their lies cauſed them to err, after 
which their fathers walked. 

Eth. But what ſhall we think of.our deceaſed 
Anceſtors ,tuppoling they bred us in a way,not 
altogether regular. 


Log, Leave that to the day of Gods Revela- 


tion, and let ws mind the work of our preſent 
day. ; 

Eth. But methinks, Sir , your. difcourſe 
makes a flight buſineſs of eLnrtiquity , to 
which jnot only men have generally great 
deference and -veneration , but God himſelf 
alſo refers thereto : Ask for the old paths, Jer., 
6. 16, 


. Log. Yea, but take the whole place toge- | 


ther. Stand ye in the ways (make a ftand), 
and ſee, go-not forwards for any pretended 


Antiquity, but examine, and make pps 


. as in _ the following words, Ak ye for the old 


paths, wherejs the good way, and walk. there- 
wn. . Qid and good muſt go together, Every 
1d way..is not good, Fob 22. 5. Haft thes 
(yay wierh wroked wes hay ap 
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den? And have you marked well that Scrip- 
ture'? A wicked way of a generality of 
wicked men, may pretend to near 1 300 years, 
to 35. Generations (tor about ſo long was 
Antichriſt in his height, when the Church was 
in the Wilderneſs); but from the begining 58 
was not ſo, Mat. rg. 8. Go tothe beginning, 
the oldeft way, and that's the way of good 
men; Tothe law and to the teſtimonies. How 
fong had 1/racl walked in perverſe ways when 
God calls them by the Prophet e Halachi ch. 
4+ 4- to remember the law of Moſes. This was 
the way of thoſe good fathers, who walked 
with God, and God withthem : Ptay there- 
fore as that moſt wiſe and holy man did, 
x Kings 8. 57, 58. The Lord our God be With 
, mus, 4s he was with our fathers That he 
may invlitis dit hearts unto him, to-walk, in all 
bis Ways, &&c. as be commanded our fathers. 
His ways ate thoſe good old ways, which 
the'Eord commanded,: to which thoſe good 
old fathers gave obedience, and obtained his 


Come ,' come ,/ friend, leave; the footiſh 
courſe of a wicked world, walk not as other 
Gentiles, Epb; 4 v5. Leave fooliſh cuſtoms, 
and «Sp ON, which m_ s | 
out the good menspaths. See how cxpreſy'the -_ . 
ye dwelt, ſhall ye not do;, nor after the dp 
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of the land of Canaan, whither 1 bring you 
ye ſhall not do, neither Thall ye walk, in ſhes | 

fe npring Te ſhall do my judgments, and 
rep mine ordinances \, 1 amthe Lord your God. 

dd to'this alfo, Prov. 1. from 10.to 4 which 
takes off the excuſe men may draw from allure- 
ment and rermptation,though irbe of the great- 
- worldly advantage. All precious ſubſtance, 

v. 13. Yet, if enticed, conſent thou not, and 
walk not thou in the way with them, refrain thy 
foot from their path, v. 15. Thus ſhould' you 
leave the way of ungodly men, whatever be 
the temptation. 

Erh. Bur I am a young man, and have 2 
mind to know the world, and therefore am 
for all Socicties, Companies, Communions 3 
Herepy I chink I fhatl get experience, and yet 
Have time enough to fix my thoughts hereaf= 
ter. ; 
Log. That's more than you know; your 
times are in Gods hand, and not your owt. .. © 
But as for making experiments, itis not fafe in” 
Religion or Morals. Pray read with cuſn— | 
4: 14; 5 Emer not into ” 
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$2. The Way of Good Men 
\* Etb. Butdoesnot the Scripture ſay, Try all 
things, hold faſt that which is good? 
« ' Log. Yea, try all that needs a Tryal, But * 
' you know already , many things to be 
___ » and ſuch muſt be no further pro- - 
ved. | 

Eth. But perhaps ſome things I may on- 
ly _—_— » and not know 'that they arc 
evil. 

Log. Try ſuch things (as you would try, 
whether fire will burn) at a convenient di- 
tance. The neareſt approach you can ſafely 
make, is ſtanding in the way of good men (as 
Solomon tryed folly, yet acquainting his heart 
with wiſdom, Eccleſ. 2. ;,) If you leave the 
Regiment of good men, you are within-the De- 
vilsGun-ſhot. The wicked are like the troubled 
ſea, when it cannot reſſ, which caſteth up. mire 
and dirt, Fa. 57- 20. Now he were a mad 
man, who would plunge himſelf into it,. with 
the hazard of drowning., only to fee what 
work the ftorm does make, a wife man would 
rather ſtay , with good company ,, on firm 
land, and obſerve it with joy- and thankful-- 
neſs, that he is free of the danger. There- 
fore dear friend, as you love ,yous foul, keep 

- till in the wayof the righteous, follow the 
Saints that are dead, and accompany and imi- - 
zace thoſe that are alive. . As for the-dead © 
Saints, pow in Heaven, the arena.” ' 

kob, 6; 11, 12: Hud we defire that ove - | 
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of 'yau, do (hew the ſame” diligence to the full 
Mines of bope, urito the end ; That ye be 


' rot ſlothful, but followers of them who through 


faith and patience inherit the promiſes. Above all 
examples, look tothe Lord Chrift, the Captain 
of our ſalvation, and leader of his people. He 
that ſaith, he abideth in him (that calleth him- 
ſelf a Chriſtian), ought himſelf to walk, even 
as be walked, 1 Fohn 2.6. And after him fol- 
low the Apoſtles, Be ye followers of me, as 1 
am of (briſt, 1 Cor. 11. 1. And if you 
think theſe, by reaſon of their extraordinary 
attainments, to be too far before you, there 
are ſome that are nearer, even thoſe that fol- 
lowed then : Read, Phil. 3. 14, &c. I preſs 
towards rhe mark , for the price, &c. v. 15. 
Let as many as be perfett (i.e. ſincere) be this 
minded, and do likewiſe ; andif in any thing 
you be otherwiſe minded { i. e. if h81ding the 


head you have differetice in opinions; "God 
ſhall reveal even this mnto you, v. 16." Revere 3 


theleſs whereunto we - have already attained 


(where the matters are clear, notwithſtand> * 


ing other differences), les #s wat; by the ſame 
rule, let us mind the ſame thing (let us keep 
CFlole to bur rule, and one another: as perfons: 
that work by the light of the ſame Cinole, 
muſt fir round together about it.) v 15 ©Bre- 


. thren, be ye followers together of me (together, 


'not ſcattered , divided , or diſperſed ,Mife 


which, 
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” 6s The Way of Good Men © 
'  mbichwalk ſo, as ye bave #s for an example. 


. (Here are your nearer patterns 3 Chrift was 
to. the Apoltles, the Apoſtles were to theſe, 
and theſe are to you). v. 18, For many walk, 
' of whom I have told you often, and now tell 
you even weeping, that they are the enemies of 
the croſs of Chriſt. And who are theſe? are 
they Fews ? or Pagans ? H- need not 1o often 
lay, that thoſe are enemies of the Goſpel. Who 
then ? Surely they muſt he ſome among them- 
felves., making a Chriftian profeſſion, . and 
bearing the Chriftian name., of, whom it 
ſeems he had often cautioned them, . as of 
luch who might, by their evil example, hurt 
them and becauſe they minded not his for- 
mer frequent admonitions,. he now again tells 
them. with tears, as ſecing the danger they 
were in by ſuch companions, or walking in 
their way. . | PRE” IR 
Eth. The Apoſtle ſays, many walk diforder- 
ly;. Does not this waxy here ipoil your argu- ' 
ment? for if they be Chriſtians, and thoſe 
not one, or a few, but wany,that walked amiſs 3 
Does not this ſhew, that. the many, eyen of 
Chriſtians, are not to be followed. | 
, Log. Not many (as I told: you), if they 
walk not by the ſame Scripture-Rule, Re- 
member *tis not 4 ary, but a generality,or the 
moſt, which I commend unto you.. This gene- 
rality are well-expreſſed by the Churches of 
Chriſt, 1 The/. 2. 14 The word ( mae | 
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_ole, v. 13.) wrought effeftually in you : for 
(v9. 14 ) brethren were followers of the 
( burches of God, which in Fudea are in Chriſt 
Feſus.. In Fudea likely ſome perſons, yea, 
perhaps many, might not walk. according 
to the Rule, but you minded the Churches 
(not perſons) the dody of Chriſtians there, 
and hereby approved your ſelves to have re- 
ceived benefit by the word, which many other 
hearers, it may be conſtant hearers thereof, 
have not received. 

Eth. Well, perhaps hereafter I may be incli- 
ned to joyn with thoſe whom you commend 
unto me, but for the preſent 1 am for all ; | have 
indeed a great deſire, and hope to get experi- 
ence from the variety. 

Leg. No. good experience can be gotten 
from evil men. And whereas you refer your 
joining with good men to hereafter, know. - 
that you are not maſter of one moment of fy- 
ture rime; know alſo, - that it is your preſent 
duty, Walk i in thelight while you have the 
light, Job 12. 35. and follow the children 
of light, while they are within your views - 
Jime may be, when (as to a particular place 
or perſon) theſe lights of the world may be 

wax it to heart z and good men be taken ay "i 
evil to come, upon ſuch a part of the ' 
7”, but wicked and mifleading e | 
D 4 ww.” when, 


removed. \ The righteous may periſh, and no 
pany when you may have tew before 
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$56 TheWayof Good Min © 
9 when ſuch inftruors, by a holy life, may be 
driven into unobſervable corners': Then will 
profaneneſs over-ſpread a Country,or a Neigh- 
*'bourhood, .and you will want the way of good. 
men to walk in. At, 
. .Eth. Iſee you are very earneſt to make me 
a Profelyte. Well, I ſhall conſider of "what 
'.. Log. ToProfelyte you into a ſerious conſt- 
deration, is all that I deſign; ' And to help you 
"therein, I ſhall add to what has beer: ſaid (as 
motives to quicken you), ſomething concern- 
Ing the vaſt diffcrence between the ways of 
good, andevilmen. Pray therefore be pleaſed 
z0 conſider; and-compare the ways, and the 
end of thoſe ways. ESE F 
'/. Firſt, The way, and that both of good 
men and bad men, ſe at "_ 
I,. Of Good men. *Tis befere the Lord , 
that is, ſetting the Lord always in their pre- 
ſence, Gen. 24. 40..*Thus Abraham's ſervant 
Save account of his maſter; And' he ſaid 
unto me, the Lord before whom I walk, will 
ſend bis angel with thee, and proſper thy way. 
;This refers to v.7. - The Lord God of Heaven © 
ſhall ſend bus angel before thee. They are before 
the Lord,: and the Lords Angel ſhall go before } 
them, to proſper them. in their way: ' $0 F«- 
cob, chap. 4.8. 45. God, before whom-my- fathers - 
{Abrabam and Iſaac did walk-— bleſs the lads. * 
- Others way be ſaid, asit were, to amr 2 
bo 41 +44 5: $. 4 1s 
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his preſence, to creep behind coyert, as Adam's  * 


> 
suilt made him in Paradiſe to do. Guilt al- 
ways ſhuns\Gods preſence , while integrity 
maintains communion . with. him. The like is 
implied by walking with God, as Enoch, Gen. 
5. 22, After the Lord,» Hoſ. 11.10. thatiis, © 
as a ſervant after his maſter, After the ſpirit, 
Rom.8. 1, Not the inclinations of the fleſh, 
but ditates and bleſſed motions .of the Spi- 
rit, which are expreſſed in, and move accord= 
- ing to the written Word, Good Foſiab'en- * 
gages himſef hereunto by Covenant, 2 Kings - 
23. 3- Of the ſame import is {aleb and Foſhna's 
following God fully, Numb. 14. 24. and their | 
following the lamb whitherloever he went, Rev. - © 
14+ 4, All- which; ſhews. their way to'be a bs” 
' way of univerſal obedience. Furthermore , 
the way of good men is going and commg up 
to the prounzain of the Lord, 1ſa. 2. 3 Mich. 
4. 2. This expreſſion notes worſhip, and/join- 
ing to his Church and people therein. : They 
walk 3 the light of the Lord, Iſa. 2.5.” This _ 
notes direQion , comforr, and unblameable + © 
honeſty 3: as inthe day, Rom. 13, 13, Agaity 
they walk 5n his name, eHich. 4 5. It notes 
faith, confidence in, and glorifying-of God; - 
ſo David walked towards Goliah. This s 
equivalent to walking by faith. Therefore we 
are always confident, for we walk, by fauh and - 
not by ſight, 2 Cor. 5. 6, 5. In leve, Epheſ. 5. 
2. having Chriſt ſor an example, which is no 
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| ſmall Commendatjon thereof. I» govd works, 
Ephel. 2. 10. every ſtep of a Good man (as 
fuch) is a good work, according to Gods 
fore-ordination 5 Which he bath before or- 
dained that we ſhould walk in them, * This is 
to walk 5 newneſs of life, Rom. 6. 4. Inthe 
ſpirit, Gal. 5- 16. according to rule, Chap. 6. 
16, Circumſpeitly, Ephel. 5. 15. And in the 
_ General worthy of (or ſuitable to) -our voca- 

tion, Ephel. 4. 1. Worthy of the Lord, Col. 
1. 10. Worthy of God, 1 Thiefſ. 2, 12. Now 
what think you of this way.  * 

-Eth. 1 cannot fay but it is very good, if 
men can walk in it : But I doubt whether any 
now a-days do or can. ©  *' 

Log. That fome have in former time, is 
aſſerted in divers of the Scriptures mentioned; 
and thoſe perſons are propoled as examples 
to us (as has -been ſhewn). Now ta what 
purpoſe are Examples, if they cannot be imi- 
tated? Ir is true, our. Copy maybe much 
better than our Writing : But let us write 
after it, and we ſhall improve.”- - - - | 

Eth. But improve we as much as we can, 
we ſhall never do like Scripture-Saints, who 
> extraordinary meaſures of the Spirit of 

30d. | | 

Log. If we cannot come up to them , yet 
. Nis. very good to go after them, and we ſhall 
attain the End of owr way, even as they have 
done;of theirs But why not come 'vp to 
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them ? Are not the ſame Precepts given to 
us, that were to them ? And- does. God com- 
mand us-impoſſibles ? Two or three Confi- 
derations I would commend to you, which 
may ſet you right in this matter. 


1. Conſider, The Spirit of God was given 
to .Scriptuxe-Saints for. divers. Ends. One 
was,that they might witneſs to Divine Truths, 
and propagate them by Word and Writing ; 
for this' End they had extraordinary mea- 
ſures of the Spirit, which manifeſted _ 
ſelves in Gifts extraordigary, and Revelati- 
ons 3. ſuch; meaſyres of the Spirit we may not 
expect : and this was vouchſafed to. them in 
their ,pablick, capacity. .. There was alſo. ano- 
ther End of giving the Spirit to them, in'their 
private capacity, to. guide, comfort, and en- 
able them to. walk in grace to Glory ; that 
while} they preached to others, they them- 
ſelves might not - become caft-aways : Thy 
the Spirit is given to Saints in all Ages, and 
herein, and hereby the Scripture-Saints. may 
be imitated. . Me a 
. 2. Conſider, That Obedience and Holineſs 
is accounted of by God in Chriſt, not ac- 
cording to extent, but ſincerity z ?tis accepted 
&ccording to that a man has. Theſe. two Gop- 
ſiderations will help you to fee that we may 


do like Scripture- Saints ; we | y have h te- 
grity eyen as they, and be aſſifled by the Spi- 
* | . 7 ; Y _ | rit, 
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60 . The Wayof Good Men 
rit, and accepted in Chriſt, even as they were. 
To theſe two, let me add a third. 

3+ Conlider, *Tis the vufual policy of Sa- 
tan, or the Guile of our own hearts, to per- 
ſwade us, That that thing is.impoſſible, which 
we have no mind to addreſs unto, be&uſe 
in matters of Duty, we would rather be 
thought Impotent, than Unwilling.z for that 


'the former offers to Conſcience ſomething 


like an excuſe, which the latter cannot pre- 
tend to. 

Etb, Well, can we, or can we 'not come 
up to Scripture-Saints? | am ſatisfied, *tis beſt 
to follow them fo far as Grace ſhall enable 
Us. 

Log. You! be better ſatisfied, if you con- 


 fider the Dertineſs of the other way, the Way 


of wicked men. They are other Gentiles, Ephel: 
4. 17- and they take another courſe : They 
walk not with, before, or after God, but fly 
from his preſence, as Can did, in'guilt, hor- 
ror, and contempt of- him: Not after the 
ſpirit, but the fleſh ;, implied in that Rom. 8.1. 


_ exprefſed 2 Pet. 2. 10. Preſumptuons, ſelf- 


wilPd, not afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignities, 
(underſtand 'Dignities, not only reftriAively 
to perſons in Authority, but in its whole lati- 
tude), every perſon or thing worthy to be- 
better eſteemed $.-and theretore ſuch as con- 
tern the Spiritualities of the Goſpel, Grace, 
Goodneſs and good men , fuch as disfigure 


true 


for Wiſe Men'to Walk is, 6x, © 
true, Piety with miſhapen names and fitles : 
Theſe, I ſay, are moſt eminently guilty of 
deſpiſing Dsgnitzes ; theſe Mockers walk after - 
their own ungodly luſts, Jude 18» Wicked 
men, inſtead of Lowe, do-follow after miſchief, 
Pal. 119. 150. they walk, not in /zght, but 
darkneſs : thus Prov. 2. 13, Whoſe ways are 
crooked, and they froward in their paths, v. 15, 
Not #n good works, but run to evil, Prove t. 10. 
And this they. do in following the Rout, con- 
trary to Exod. 23. 2. which ſaith, Thou ſhalt 
not follow a multitnde to do evil, They walk 
not according to Rule, but dzſorderly, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of bufie Idlers, 2 Theff. 34 1. 
In a word, Good men walk truth, and re- 
joyce their Teachers, 3 Epiſt. Fobx 4. | but 
Evil men. lye, and do not the truth, white 
they fay, They have fellowſhip with God, 


- (pretend Chriſtianity), and yet walk ia dark» 


nels.. - 3 
Now, I pray, . compare theſe, ways;--and 
judg which is fitter for you to walk in, Which 
is moſt clegible, is calie to determine: if 
mens Reafons or Conſciences are 'awake: 
Who. would walk in darkneſs, when he may 
in the /5ghe ? In ſftrifes and envyings,” as'men 
and carnal, 1 Cor. 3. 3. When he may inthe 


_" Spirit, and as Saints in Love? And ſq of the 
.reft. "Thus: have I fet before you the Good 
andEvil way, of Good and Evil men:. What 


- ; Sw 
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62 The Way of Good Men 
' _ Eth; I muſt think of them, . as every one 
ſhould, that the Good way of Good men is 
much to be preferred. 
_ Zog. Hitherto very well ; but you muſt 
not end in Thinking : Conviftion without 
praftice will bur aggravate our faults. To 
move you therefore yet farther, as I have 
done with the exwo Ways, fol ſhall now pro- 
pole ro your Conſideration the eo Ends of 
thoſe ways to which they dire&ly lead. and 
indeed, if the Reaſon. be conſiderable in the 
Difference of the Ways, it is abundantly | 
more cogent in the Difference of the Ends. 
The End and Iffue is of moſt Import in things 
pradtical, whether Divine or Moral. | 

Eth. That's fure; All is well that ends 
well; and by the Rule of Contraries, That's 
i, that ends ill. 

Zog. Well then, ſee the End of both put 
together, Prov. 10. 9, He that walketh up- 
ey, walketh ſurely : bat be that perverteth 
his way, ſball be known. ( Documento erit ) 
ſhall be made an Example, to warn all others 
from the like. Now as Safety and Deftru- 
Aion are the contrary Ifſues of Good and 
Bad mens Ways to themſelves ; ls are they 
likewiſe to thoſe that follow them, Prov. 1 Fe 
20. He that walketh with the wiſe, . ſhall be 
Wiſe ; but 4 companion of fools ſhall be deſixayee. 
Underſtand this 5 Foray Provert - } 
livercdin Artichers's muſt be undefioo) by. |. © 
Vereo ===" ſupplying - 


ſupplying the one part from the other :- and 
the meaning is plainly this : The way of 


Good men, is a way of Wiſdom and thoſe 


that follow them in it, are wiſe, and ſhall be 
ſaved 3 but the-way of Wicked men is a fooliſh 


way 5 and thoſe that accompany, or follow ,, 


them therein, are fools, and (as tuch) will 
run headlong to deftru&tion. This in gene- 
ral : But to ſpeak more diſtinaly ro thoſe 
Ifues , fce what the Scripture ſays of them, 
both here and hereafter. 


1. Here Good men in their Ways have 
proſpered; 2 {bron, 11: 17. The godly per- 
fois, who came out of the Tribes, by Gods 
bleſſing ; frengtbened the Kitigdem of Fudab, 
and made Rehoboam "ſtrong thirte years , fov 
three years thty walked ii the Wity of ( good 
men) David and Solomon * and Chap. t7« 
3- The Lord was with Feho/apbat, betauſe vt 
walked in thi firſt ways of his father David, 
Matk, the firſt ways; for though Devid wis 
a Good man, yet ſome of his latter ways 
were Deviations from the common track of 
Good men ; therefore his firſ# #494; were 
the Exemplary ways; and in following the, 
Fehoſaphas had profperity: Foſiab likewiſe 
walked in the Good ways of David, Chap. 
34, 2. and_that very fleadify : He bvikim 
 niither t6 thi right hand; weithir to 86 BfS; 

the Ifſhe wis, a reſpit* *f Calamnites 


fo his 
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| life; his eyes ſhould not ſee the Evil, &c 


| for 
(#4 perverted judgment, v. 4, Therefore God 


v. 28. The Conditional promiſe [If they walk. 
before me, as thou haſt walked before' me] , 
1 Kings 8, 25.. was.urged in Solowons prayer, 
V. 26. and was anſwered by God; and re- 
newed; Chap. 9. 4,5. If-thou wilt walk, as 


"David, in inte ity of heart and uprightneſs — 


Then | will eſtablsſh the throne, &c. The like 
promile was ſent to Feroboaw by Abijab , 
Chap. 11. 38. and that upon the fame con- 
dition, | 

This is ſufficient to ſhew, that Gods fa- 
your and bleſſing is towards Good men, walk- 
ing in the ways of Good men: this being 
rendred as a ſpecial reaſon or condition there- 


of, Whereas on the other hand , Samnel's 


ſons. were reje&ed for this cauſe, 1 Sam. 8. 
I, 3» 5- Samutl made bis ſons Fudges over 
Iſrael, v. 1. They walked not in his ways, 
Vs. 3. Then the Elders of 1/rael came to Sa- 
mel, and faid, v. 5. Behold thou art old, and 
thy ſons walk not in thy ways, makes us a King 
z0 Fudg ns, like all the Nations. - 

Eth. But this diſpleaſed God, as appears 
-afterwards, and therefore it ſeems. not to 
.Prove what you bring it for : It, ſeems not 
.T0. be an At of God reje&ing them, but-of 
Iſrael, who are blamed for it.” - 

. They offended God as well as Iſrael, 
4 turned aſide after lucre, took, bribes, 
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them, who left the way of Good: men, but 
for chuſing the way of Evil men themſclyes;; 
they would be like all the Natiens, and 
were not- content with the Theorracy that 
was among them , God himſelf governing 
them by. Prophets. But there 'are other 
Scriptures which (I think ) will ſcarce ad- 
mit of ſuch an exception ; fuch as 7/a. 8. 
11, 12. The Lord ſpake thus to me with & 
ftrong hand, and inſtructed me, That T ſhould 
not walkin the way of this (evil) people,, ſay» 
in, Say ye not 4 confederacy to all them to 
whom this people ſhall ſay a confederacy , nei» 
ther fear ye their fear. This Rule, -if you 
oblerve, The Lord ſvall be to you a ſanttuary : 
bur if. not, then 4 ffumbling-ſtont, a-rock of 
offence, a gin, and a ſnare, v. 14. whereby 


they ſhall fumble, and fall, and be broken, and 


ſnared and taken, v.15. 

The account that God--gives of his Jadg- 
ments upon #/rael, Fudg. 2. 17. was (among 
other), That nhey turned quickly out of the 
way which their fathers walked in, obeying the 
Commandments of the Lord : but they 'did wet 
Jo. "Note here both the Rule (Gods Com- 


 mandnents ) and the Comment thereon, Their 


fathers walk; which ſeparated from theRule, 
had .not”been authentick : for »% -19;* they 
had "their fathers leading” them to Iddlatry 5 


whomthey not only - RI Cid our- 


"run 5 
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run ; they corrupted themſelves more than their 
Fhers : for this Gods anger was hot againſt 

them, v. 20. Therefore among oth:r Judg- 

ments, he teft wicked examples among them, . 

_ #nd before them the Nations which Foſbua left, 
V. 21. That through them (faith he) 1 may 
Prove Iſrael, whether they will keep the way of | 

The Lord to walk, therein as their (godly ) 

- Fathers did keep it, or not :. That is, fſecing 
they have left the way of good men, I'le far- 
ther try them, and clear my Juſtice, in — 
bad examples before them ;- they have finn' 
themſelves into this danger.'\ Let it now 
appear whether they will follow their good 
Fathers, or theſe wicked Nations, 


To conclude this matter : All the Exam- 
ples before-mentioned of Wicked men, Cha- 
raReriſed by following wicked, men, fell un- 
"der Gods ſore diſpleaſure, and were unpro- - 

 Tperous; only then was ſome favour.ſhewed - 

To Abijaw, 1 Kings. 15- 4. But it was ex-. 
preſly not for his ſake : Nevertheleſs (though 
he might expe& no ſuch thing) for Davids 
ſake did the Lord give him a Lamp in Feruſa« 
lem, to. ſet up his ſon after him, and to eſta- 
bliſh -Feruſalem. *Twas for | David's :and 
Feruſalen's ſake : As for all the reſt before- 
mentioned, Calamity did befal them. 

Eth. Yet they Reigned, and for ſome time 
were in a flouriſhing ſtate : Yea, _—_— 


| - 
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the 6cripture generally declare, that Aﬀi- ® 
, Rtion and trouble 1s the Lot of Good men) 
and proſperity the portion of the Wicked ? 

. 1. Do not Preachers commonly comfort againſt - 
T this ? yea the common experience of map. 
| kind has made it a Proverb , The boneſte; 

1 man, the worſe lack, How then do you ſay; 


the way of Wicked men ends i» Cala- 
mty f | ES 
Log. Hold friend, you are not yet come 


to the End. Many times indeed God does . 


juſtly blaſt them here, and execute upon 
them his Scripture-threats in Temporal Cas 
lamitiesz and that he does not always ſo, it © * 
muſt be aſcribed to his goodneſs and long- -- 

{uffering.: But the great deciſion is in reſpeR& 
of ſpiritual and eternal Mercies and Judg- 
ments. 

1; In ſpirituals; ſee the difference, in that 
Cant: 1. 7. tell where thou feedeſ#, where 
thou gauſeſt. ro lye down, and that at i 7 
in the parching time of 'the day, in the midſt 
of outward troubles: The flock of Chriſt, 
and ſuch as ſeek them, find them, and keep 
with them, -have from, his Paſtoral care as 
'S$- their Peculiar portion, . inward refreſhment 
ind edification. Whereas on the other hand, 
thoſe that walk as other Gentiles, Ephel. 4.18; 
have their under ſtanding darkned, being alie- 
nated: from the life of God through the 1gnarance 
. - that 3s i them, becanſe of the blindneſs of 
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Tu ; they corrupted themſelves more than their 
Thers : for this Gods anger was hot againſt 
them, v. 20. Therefore among oth:r Judg- 
ments, he left wicked examples among them, . 
 @nd before them the Nations which Foſhua left, 
V. 21. That through them (faith he) 1 may 
Prove Iſrael, whether they will keep the way of | 
 Fhe Lord to walk, therein as their (godly) 
- Fathers did keep it, or not :. That is, ſeeing 
they have left the way of good men, I'le far-' 
ther try them, and clear my Juſtice, in avi 
bad examples before them ;- they have finn' 
themſelves into this danger.'\ Let it now 
appear whether they will follow their good 
Fathers, or theſe wicked Nations. 


- To conclude this matter : All the Exam» 
ples before-mentioned of Wicked men, Cha- 
CaReriſed by following wicked men, fell un- 
"der Gods ſore diſpleaſure, and were unpro- - 

 ſperous; only then was ſome favour.ſhewed + 
To Abijaw, 1 Kings 15- 4. But it was ex-, 
prefly not for his ſake : Nevertheleſs (though 
he might expe& no ſuch thing) for Davids 
ſake did the Lord give him a Lamp in Feruſa. 

lem, to ſet up his ſon after him, and to efta- * 
bliſh -Feruſalem. Twas. for David's /and 

' Feruſalem's ſake : As for all the reſt before- 

I » roach, ow Aa _ —_—_— | 

| Eth. Yet they Reigned, and for ſom 

were in a flouriſhing ſtate : Fea vos 


. Rion and: trouble "1s the Lot of Good men) 
 Donot Preachers: commonly comfort againſt * 


\ kind has made it a Proverb , The-honeſte; 
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' to the End Many times indeed God does” 


the 6cripture. generally declare, that Aﬀi- ® 


and proſperity the portion. of the Wicked ? 
this ? yea the common experience 'of map... 


man, the worſe luck, How then do you ſay; 

the way of Wicked men ends i Cala- 

an... - Fr al 
Log. Hold friend, you are not yet come -- 1 


juſtly blaſt them here, and execute upon 
them his Scripture-threats in Temporal Cas 
lamitiesz and that he does not always ſo, it 
muſt he aſcribed to his goodneſs and long- -- 
ſuffering.: But the great deciſion is in TeſpeRt 
of ſpiritual and eternal Mercies and Judg- 
ments. | 

1; In ſpirituals; ſee the difference, in that 


Cant: 1, 7. tell 'where thou feedeſt, "a 


thou gauſeſt. to lye down, and that at wal; 
in the parching time of 'the day, in the midalt 
of outward troubles: The flock of Chriſt, 
and ſuch as ſeek them, find them, and keep 


with them, -have from, his Paſtoral care:as _ 
.their -peculiar portion, . inward refreſhment 


ind edification. Whereas on the other hand, 


thoſe that walk as other Gentiles, Ephel. 4.18: 
bave thei under ſtanding darkned, being ale- 
nated: from the life of God through the ignarance 
that ts i them, becanſe of the as of 
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' their. heart, paſt feeling; given over to- laſci= 
wiouſneſs, &c.* by y 

Eth. Yea, that .is, the Gentiles themſelves ' 
are fo; *tis not ſaid of thoſe that imitate 
them. -- ; 
: Zoo. Thoſe that imitate them, 'are like to 
be involved in the ſame miſery ; elſe why 
does the Apoſtle labour to deter 'them from 
walking, as they do by ſetting forth their 
calamitous, fpiritual eſtate ? as if he had faid, 
This way of the other Gentsles, you ſee 
where it ends arid iſſues, therefore. take heed 
that you follow them not therein# 

Eth, It ſeems rather where their wav be- 
gan 5 for it was from-their Ignorance. 

Zog. 'Nay, I fay ftill, where it ended; for 
the Apoſtle fpeaks of Fudzcial hardneſs, blind- 
_ neſs, ignorance and wickedneſs, to which they 
were given over, But ſuppoſe it were not 
from this giving over by the righteous Judg- 
mint of God ; yet there is argument enough 
to diſſwade from walking after them, or as 
they walked, drawn from the nature of the 
thing it felf : For 'what life or 'warmth can 
we hope to get, or keep, amongſt dead car-. 
caſſes? What” flouriſhing or fruitfulneſs a- 
mongft the weeds ? "Therefore certainly, as 
to ſpirituals, following ſuch, or being amongſt 
them, can produce nothing but' deadneſs 'and 
flatnefs 3 That's all the end and iffae'we can 
expeR in ſuch a way, and from ſuch com- - 
pany* 
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pany. And thus much as to. Spirituals- 
Now, | >> 


is the broad way, the high road leading. to - 


© deftryuRion. In that Phsl. 3. wherein the 
Apoſtle exhorts to walk after good Exam- 
ples ( of which before ), and: Cautions them 
of ſome that walked diſorderly ; to confirm 
his argument, he adds v. 19. Whoſe end 5s 
deſtruttion. Wicked men, when they hear 
or read ſuch diſcourſe, are-apt to put far a- 
way the evil day 3 to think of bereafter, they 
count not their preſent concern, But: let 
them read with trembling, A4at. 24+. 48, &c. 
My Lord (fays the evilervant in his heart} _ 
delayeth his coming , and thereupon makes 
bold to begin to ſmite his fellow-ſervants, and 
to eat and drink, with the drunken. To begin; 
Mark it young ones, who are in a youthful 
vanity, but entring your Names in the. De- 
vils Colledge, amongſt evil company» The 
Lord of that ſervant ſhall come in 4- day when 
be looketh not for him, and in an bour that he 
5 not aware of ;, it may be, before he is many 
days or hours older ::.,then when he | reads 
this Scripture, end ſhall. cyt bim ' aſunder , 
ſeparate ſoul and body by death , and, after 
death comes Judgment ; «nd ſhal! appoint hirs 
his partion with the 'Hypecrues : Where 1s 
that, but Hell ? for, there ſhall be weeping and 
gnaſbing of teeth: They ſhall keep their evil 
| E 
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company to eternity ,-but they ſhall be no. 


comfort to them. This weeping aud gnaſhs 


Ing of teeth is alſo threatned, at. 8, 12.: to. 


the poſterity of Abraham, Iſraelites by name, 
and. children of the Kingdom, But. v. 11. 
to his true ſeed, who (as they are deſcribed 
Rom. 4. 12.) are not of the circumciſion only, 
but alſo walk, in the ſteps of the faith. of. our 
father eAbrabam ; It is promiſed, that the 

| ſhall fit down (and have the remaing Reft af. 
ter their walk) with Abraham, Iſaac and Fa- 
cob in the kingdom of Heaven. Theſe good 


mens way, is the narrow way, that leads di- 


realy to Heaven and Happineſs, Atts 2. 47. 
The Lord added to the Church daily (even to 
this day he brings in to joyn with his Church 
and people) ſuch as ſhould be ſaved, Salvation 


is the end of their way. Such go from ſtrength 


ro ftrength, troop to troop, company tocom- 
pany, P/al. 84. 7. Till they all appear before 
God in Zion : That is, the qultitudes of 1/» 
racl from all quarters coming to the Temple- 
ſervice, met, and joyned with other compa- 
nies, going the ſame way z which was a true 
Embleme of the Chriſtian Church, and a type 
of the Kingdom of Heaven both in Grace and 


I ſhall cloſe up this part of our diſcourſe, 


with minding you 'of that Great' Sorting of 
men at the laſt day, at. 25. 31, &c. Wheg 


. 
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Chriſt comes in hss glory, and all the holy Angels 
with him, then ſhall be ſit upon the Throne of 
his glory : This is a ſolemn appearance, and 
if is good ſometimes to repreſent it to our 
thoughts. | Then v. 32. Before bim ſhall be 
gathered all nations, and he ſhall ſeparate them: 
one. from another, as a ſhepherd divideth bis 
ſheep from the goats : and v. 3. be ſhall ſer 
the ſheep on bis right hand, and the goats on the 
left. Then v. 34+ ſhall the King ſay to them on 
the right hand,come ye bleſſed, &c. to thoſe, on the 
left hand. N. 41. Go ye curſed, &c.. Now tal 
me, friend, ſeriouſly, on which hand, and 
among which company would you willingly 
appear in that great day ? | 

Etch, Lord, on thy right hand, for thy mer-' 
cie $ ſake. | thi 
Log. And can you expett to be ſet among 
the ſheep there ; and will not here walk by 
the footſteps of the flock ? Oh, friend, take 
heed of being too like Balaam, Nurhb.2 3 10. 
who could cry out, © O let me dye the death. 
of the Righteous, and let my laſt end be like bis, 
And why not the middle way, as well as the 
laſt end ? or how can thele pofſibly.be fepa- 
rat&'?.why did he not go out from ro midſt 
of the Heathen, and preſent himſelf to_the 
Congregation of [frael, ſeeing he'faw bis Ged 
with him, and heard the ſhont of a King amoug/t 
them? v.21. Could he not Love, as well as 
tehold the goodly Tents of Facob\, and the 
E 4 T abernacl 56 
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Tabernacles of 1ſrael ? chap. 24+ 5-. His eyes 


' were now open,' v. 3. enough to ce an excel-- 
lency in'the left end - *Tis a. marvel that he 


could not ſe&what was excellent nearer hand 3 
But why ſhould we wonder at any Abſurdi- 
ties in 'men, whom God leaves to themſelves, 
and luſts ? | | 

Eth, I confeſs your diſcourſe comes very 
cloſe; and I cannot well tell what to reply. 
Yet methinks there 1s one thing with which 
Iam apt alittle to ſatisfie my ſelf z Namely, 
That I know how to. take. care of my {elf; 
afid though in the midſt of evil men, I may be 
(as the freſh fiſh in the falt Sea)untainted with 


4 8 


their vices. ' 


Log. Dear friend, Never preſume too far 


in that reſpe& : For Example js very preva- 
lent. Belides, the. guilt that is uſually con- 
tradtcd by unwarrantable preſence, and finful 
filentez there is ordinarily much filth and 
pollution cffeually conveyed." Sin is every 
aye utagious but no way more than by 
prefidents. We are aptto learn by Examples, 
Tather;than Rules ; This is manifeſt both in 
g00d and, bad. * IS he 
For Good Examples, take a Scriptuxe. or 
two : Firſt that of Nehemiah 5. 8, 94 10z-Qc> 
where Nebemiab difſwaded the covetous Fews 
from their oppreſſion and unjuſt Uſuries :: He 
choſe as the apteſt medium to ſet before them 
better Examples ; for when he had told them 
HJ | | t net 
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their fault, 9. 7. he ſhews them that he gnd his 
did'on the contrary, v. g. We after our ability 


bave redeemedwour brethren, and*will you ſell 
them ? He lays not this by way of oftentation, 


but in proſecution of his holy deſign to xe- 


claim them 4 to make hisword fink the deeper, . . 
| by his practice conformable thereunto. This 


had its effe,firſt to convince and ſilence them z 
They held their peace, and found nothing to au- 
ſwer : 1 and my brethren, and my [ervants 
might.exatt as well as you, but have not, v. 10. 
Then ſaid they, v. 12. We will reſtore, &c. 
Afterwards farther to enlarge their bowels, 
he declares his abſtinence and hoipitality'; 
vV- 14. 17. and by theſe means, though they. 
were hard to be perſwaded, yet he prevails 
upon- them. The other Inſtance (not to men= 
tion' more.) is that of our Bleſſed 'Saviour , 
who having feen the Ambition of Zebedees 
children, and heard the murmuring of the 
reſt, he took this prevalent way to convince 
and reform them, Fohr 13. 15. He: bei 
Lord and Maſter, v. 14. waſhes their feet, 
ſaying, Ye ought alſo (yea much more) fo'to 
do; For'(v, 15:) I have given you an exams 
ple, that ye ſhould do ( the means of Love) as 
I have dene- to you. And thus much for the 
force of good Example. 

But bad examples are much more prevalent, 
becauſe-of our: corrupt natural inclinations: 
Theſe are as Tinder, aÞt readily to catch fire 

| at 
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© atthelcaſt ſpark, or as Wood-buildings in a 
City, which quickly take the flame from their 
Neighbours, and then more vehemently burn 
themſelves, and ſpread it farther to others, 
Fer. 16. 11, 12. Their fathers gave them bad 
exawples, and they did not only as bad, but 
worle, Tour fathers have forſaken me, v.11. 
and ye have done worſe than your fathers, v. 
12, So Extk, 16. 47. The lifters of Fudahb, 
Samaria, and Sodom, gave bad examples; and 
what's the ifſue ? Thou haſt not walked after 
their ways, but as if that were @ very little 
thing, tnou wait corrupted in all hy Ways more 
. than they. 1 ſhall add- only that" cautionary 
exhortation of the Apoſtle, Heb. 4. 11. Let 
#4labour therefore to enter into reſt, leſt any man 
fall after the ſame example of unbelief, As if 
he had ſaid, bad examples will make work 'for 
you, and you muſt labour hard to row againſt 
that ſtream. | | | 

Eth. This, I confeſs, is confirmed by daily 
experience; but alas ! what ſhall wedo ? the 
diffoluteneſs of the times is ſuch, that we can 
hardly look beſide thoſe evil patterns, 

Log. Therefore be ſure, - you need not look 
after them, or ſeek them: rather fix the eye 
- of your mind on thoſe few good ones, which 
you may find, if you will. But if you moſt 
need behold thoſerevil ones, then make them 
\ ro your ſelf, as God has made them, Examples 
of Caution toavod their fin and miſery, = 
tnat 
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that perwerteth his way (in that Prov. 10.9% 
before mentioned.) ſhall be known (owe read, 7 
it, but it is rendred by the Learned) Dogy-* 7 
mento erit, ſhall be made an inftruting Ex-" " 
ample. Look on ſuch as Buoys or Sea-marks,: ' 
to avoid, not as Way-marks to follow; as 
Murtherers are hung in chains, that men may : 
take warning from them. *So behold-them” + 
' freely and fully, even from end to end. Thus * - 

the Pſalms/# looked at wicked men, when en= _ 7 
quiring in the Temple, be ſaw their end, Plal. | 
73.17. Thus the deſtroyed 1ſraclites arepro-» © 
poſed by the Apoſtle, 1 (or. 10. 6, &c. Now - ©. 
theſe things were our Examples, to the intent 'E 
we ſhould not luſt after evil things, as they alſo 
luſted : Examples, not to be followed in {do- 
latry, v. 7. Fornication, v. 8. Tempting God, 1 
V. 9, Murmaring, v.10. Now all theſe things” © *© 
(their deftruQions) bapned to them for Exam- 
ples, and were written for our admonition, v.11. ” 
So Sodom and Gomorrha were made Examples 
unto thoſe that after ſhould live ungodly, 2 Peg. 

2. 6.fet forth for Examples (lays Fade, v. 7.) 
ſuffering the Torments of Eternal fire. ye; 
Eth. 1 am ſatisfied by your diſcourſe in ge- 
neral, concerning the ways of Good and Evil 
men. It cannot be denied that beſt men are 
beſt company, and their Examples beſt to be 
imitated ; every one will grant this. But the 
difficulty(L think) lyes in applying this gene- 

ra] DoAtrine to particular cales. 
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"Log. * The Caſes to which it may be applied, 
are either common, or ſpecial, By. common - 
cafes, I mean ſuch as for which we have plain 
direQions in Scripture ; and in applying it to 


= - theſe, there is no great difficulty : For In- 


ſtance; Praying in families, Catechiſing chil- 
dren, diligent obſervation of the Sabbath, 
frequent reading and hearing the word- of 


'God, conftant diligence, and earlineſs in at- 


tending Ads of worſhip, publick or family 
Clofet-duties, and ſuch like. Theſe are the 
ways of Good men, which are ſcarce queſti- 
oned by any, though ſincerely praftiſed. by 
few. Now here it would be well, if we did. 
conſider, That as we deſire to be numbred 
among Good men, both here in our own Con- ' 
{ciences, and in the Reputation of' men, as 
alſo hereafter in Chriſts Judgment'z ſo our 
Care ſhould be to follow them in thoſe and 
fuch like. unqueſtionable duties. - This of the 
common Cales.« But there are of ſp:cial caſes - 
a multitude not to be enumerated.;z However 
it may be worth while to conſider a few ef 
them, and Reaſon and Conſcience may diate 
the reſt as they do occur. | 

Eth. I pray do, for I defire to have.a,more 
diſtin& apprehenſion of your notion: 

Log. Well then, we will conſider thoſe fpe- 
cial eaſes, to be ſuch, as either in their: nature 
(#n ſpecie:) are indifferent, but are vitiated 


{mm Inaviauo) by their Circumſtances 3 or 


cile 


elſe the aRions are indeed irregular in them- 
felyes,but either by the obſcurity and abſtruſe- 


neſs of the matter. or by the very common 


praQice of men they become difputable z and 


| Yomething on either hand may be {aid, where- 


by at leaſt men thatHave n corrupt bias will 
frame ſome palliations and excuſes z and 1o in 
ſome ſort ſatisfie themſelves, if they cannot 
others. All fuch a@ions may be-reduced to 
three Heads, according to the &poſtles diftri- 
bution of our duties.  1- Such as refer "to, 
and deflet from Reghteouſneſs (to others ). 
2, Soberneſs (as to our ſelves) : and 3. God- 
lineſs,'or Religion (with retpe to God) 

*#th. 1 like your diſtribution wellz - Pray 
let's have a few Inſtances of each Head. 


Log. You ſhall. And firſt as to Righteouf. 


neſs, which concerns our Neighbour, whoſe P.. 
life, name, eſtate and cofnfort, we are to pre= 


ſerve and promote (with Juſtice) as much as 
lyes in our power: the ground-work of which, 
is to Love him as our ſelves; and the 'menſure 
of integriry' therein, is to do to others, 45s WE 
world (upon ſerious confideration) have thigh 
ao anto us, P 
Now what Gods Command is in this parti- 
cular, we know is very plain: yet we ſe 


men generally walk not according 'to-this 


Rule. This therefore will tuggeſt t6'us Ga- 
ſes of Conſcience,or Praftical queſtions, which 
you may thus form. "IR 


I ſee 


. 


* " for Wiſe Men toWalk in. 37 © 


: 4 
0 v, 
# 
Ls ry 
CY 


4 # 


, - 


> 738 C*TheWayof Good Men 

© Ifce?tis a common thing in the world, to 
{eek Revenge; in Law-ſuits to vex ; in Bar- 
gains, by many colluding words, to gain as 
much as poſſible to ones 1elf, without regard 
to the damage of others ;, to ſhift off a loſs 
from ones ſelf, not caring where, it falls, to 
make advantages of others xeceſſity z to exatt 
what the Law gives; in Rents, Intereſts, &c. 
without minding the Providential circumſtan- 
ces that have befaPn another z to make. ds/* 
courſes of perſons, and their aft:ons, without 
. a call; and with undue reflef:;ons, which un- 
= jultty damage their repute 5 to be woroſe, un- 
kind, reſery'd,vexing and troubling others, or 
{uch like unneighbourly, uncivil, and unſoci- 
able things z to mind only, or chiefly private 
antereſt, without a due reſpe& to the publick.;z 
to be little concern'd, and without tender com- 
paſſivon in the Calamities of others; to be 
beaddy, tetcby and quarrelſome, apt to give ant 
take offence. I ſee theſe things, and. many 
more of this nature, are uſual ; and I have 
now an opportunity, or provocation to at in 
gne or more of theſe ways; I am notably 
tempted to it, and could colour the buſineſs 
well enough, if any ſhould be offended there- 
at 


But, now put the Queſtion, Is this the way 
of Good men? dg the generality of Saints uſe 
. thus todo? I find indeed preſidents enough 
in the wor/d, but do 1 find a competent _ 
: r 


-” 
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fo ber in the Church of true andyeal C hriſtians 
a7 - to bear me out, or give countenance to my 
as ations? The®Apoſtle anſwers to one par- 
rd ficular, 1 Cor. 11. 6 (and it may be applied 
ſs to all the reſt), If any man be contentious, 
to we have no ſach cuſtom , nor the Churches of 
et God. | 

c. | Eth, 1 would we could ſay fo in our days. 
I- - Log. You may if youpleale, and that with 
+ truth. : 

t Eth. Say you ſo? I am ſure Il know many 
- profeſſors, ſuch as you would account Good 
p men, that have in many of the particulars, 
[ you have mentioned, given great offence. 

- " Log. What? isit their common pratice? 


Eth. I cannot ſay Jo; but yet of ſowe I. 
May. go tt 
Now, friend, you are running off again: 
from the ſcope of our Argument,even to that 


of which I have fo often cautioned you; that" 


is, to ſome attions, and ſome particular per 
ſons ;, when, you know, we ſpeak of the gene» 
rality,' and - thoſe ſearced from the-bran; 1 
mean, look ever to the beſ# of the beſt, and 
that's properly the way of the Church, or Goad 
men; for ifit be the beſt man that tranſgreſſes 

- that's his deviation, not way, as is before ,ng- 
ted. -And P bo my LS 
praſtice of things, ul or þo1 y 
as ſcarce to be —— among the Good of 
leafknot among the Exemplary ones ; be fure 


—_ 
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. Not in thoſe pargiculars where the precept gives 
no wafrant or countenance to the preſident, 
Eth. 1 apprehend you. PMing therefore 
this interruption , pray proceed in what you 
were laying. | 
Log. The ſecond rank of Caſes appertain to 
Soberneſs, which doth reſpe& our ſelves, and 
requires a Regularity, and due moderation in 
thoughts, words and attions. As for Thoughts, 
and the inward frame, or- agitations of the 
mind, we can here take no farther notice of 
them, than as to their produRions obvious 
to outward obſervation; ſuch Infobrieties 
are a'vehemence of paſſions, and a bent of mind 
to purſue ones own inclinations, without re- 
*; Tpet to the ſober advice of others. As for 
Words, a delight in much talk is unſober, efpe- 
cially of ones own exploits and abil:ties, as alſo 
of neighbours infirmities and miſcarriages ;, 10 
- is fooliſh jeſting, which is not convenient, or 


|: meceflary to honeſt cheerfulneſs, but either 


Meer froth proceeding from levity, or injurs- 
ous in' grieving other mens ſpirits, or wound- 
ing their reputations, proceeding from a rude 
mlolence, and pride of heart. As for Aon, 
weſhball only here touch at thoſe wherein men 
-xo.unſoberly delight : As ( for inſtance ) in 
| 01s 1mmoderation, as to expence of 


Time 3 Rydeneſs.and boiſterouſneſs,fo/as to do 


—— 


TT 
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mixt Lot), delighting in the Antipathie , or 


miſeries brovght on the poor creatures bY 
mans fin, and under which the Creation 
groans, as Cock-marches, Hor ſe-Races, Bulls 
or Bear-baitings, &c. 1o playing, or wagering 
at atiy game for money, or any thing of value z 
which one is loth fo ofrer, and in fuch meaſure 
to imfart to the poor for fupply of their ne- 
ccſſities, as to venture at play to fatisfie a 
wretched gaming bumour :. So delighting in, 
and frequenting of, the vain and vicious Sceni- 
cal lnterludes, Commedies, Masks Balls, mix*d 
Dancings, Cajoling and Dalliance with Wo= 
men, &c. All of which things, if they ate not 
abfolutely ſinful, yet are at leaft queſtionable, 
and the grave Scntintents of able Divines are 
againſt them. ACd to theſe, the inordinacy 
about Meats, Drinks, and Sleep ; wherein the 
Senfualiſts are much ingaged, not cnly in a ra- 
venous voracity, but more uſually in an extra- 


Vagant cutiofity about Hogues and Gufts, and 


»making too much bufinels about theſe ſmall 


trers, ahd proviſion for the fleſh by theſe, 
with longand lazy lying in bed. Add alfo (tos 
dfaw'to an end) the Inſobriety of outward 
carriage, Habits and behaviours, in a fate 
lineſs of gate , difficulty of iccef , lofty looks 1 
in habits a fond niceneſs and curioſity z ex- 
trayagance in faſbions, in imitation of vain or 


profane perſons ; exceſs in length criſping and: 


powderrmg of Hair; needlels Ptrewsgs, and 
| F apiſh 


2, Tir Woof Geod Men. 
| apiſh Bulls and Towers; Garments not formed 
or worn, 10. much with reſpe& to the ſervice 
of the body, as to gratifie a vain. and-fanta« 
ſtick homodr. | | 
- Theſe, and many more ſuch like, are com- 
mon, Cates 2mungſt men. But arexhey the way 
of Good men ? are the molt contcientious 
Chriſtians approvers,, or common praftilers 
thercin ? 

Eth. Iirvuly friend many, if not moſt of the 
. things you mention, on this head, are pleaded 
for with divers Reaſons, by thoſe who are 
concerned therein, " 

Log. No doubt of it ; I know it well, or 
elſe L had not now mentioned them as ſpecial 
Cafes. But their Reaſons (I think) being 
weighed, will be found light (which may be ; 
done in due time), yea is aiready done-in the 
Writings of many ſober Caſniſts. However if 
theſe diſcourſes do not ſufficiently convince, 
enlighten, or incline, be the defe& in the Rea- 
' fonings on the one hand,or the Apprehenlions, 
or corrupt affe&ions on the other ;, yet, as to 
preſent prattice, here is a dead weight (more 
conſiderable than the '26 in Parliament ) zþe 
way of Good men ; which will more than coun- 
terballance thoſe prejudices, or render. the 
- things in queſtion dowbrfy at leaſt, and Ta to 
be forborn., Ihdubiis tatior eft pars negauts.. 

Eth. Well, let me hear you out; Your 
thigd Head of Caſes was Religion 3, What ts 
You of that? 7 Log. 


% 
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Log, o_ In Religion a a: men 
have'need more etpecially ro mind rhe way of 
Good men, whether in DoGgtrane, Diſcipline or 


. Worſhip, itis moſt like they are leatt miſtaken, | 


(upon the-grounds before diſcowried), and lo 
moſt exemplary. 

Af in De&rines a diverſity of opinions and. 
queſtions do arite ; as ayout the Morality of 
the Sabvath ; the Power 0: Viins Freewil ; the 
certainty i” un:vertaliry of GodsDecrees 3 
theeexcluding all mens Woris from their Jufti- 
fication; of the Authoricy of the Ap: »crypha- . 
books 3 and the Canonical Scriptures per- 


Fretion, in direfting Ditcipl.ne and Wor- 


py @&c; _ 

If avout Di/ciptive there be Conitroverfies; 
as*conicerning the Churches power to Inſti: 
tute Rites and Ceremonies; abovur the Orders 


of Mniiſters, or divine Right of Epiſcopacy z © 


about” the Obligation ot tne Solemn League 
and Covenant, as to, that branch which con- 
vetrns* Reformation of Church governwrnt 5 
0!'Epifcopal Confirmation , and wole Ordina- 
tion 3 of Officials, Excommunication; and the 
mattersabout which it is commonly exerciſcdz 
of protniſeous Communion in S:craments 5 of 
Comanations -of Penance, with tige andi 1M- 
prifonments 2bour meer Ecctefiaftical marters 5 
of Miniſters Sublcriptibnsand Canonical O5e- 
Hdiette', of Books of "Viſitation, and' Oaths 


| Gponthes, HRC at the rate they are 30Þ- 


2 ; Prcrand 


" 84” » TheWay of Good Mew 
.- Patrons preſentation,and buying advoulens; as 
moſt expedient or inexpedient for the Church; 
And many more ſuch like Opinioas and PraQi- 
ces. Ask now your own Concience what you 
think the generality of. fober Chriſtians do 

| holdand a& in theſe points ? | 

So for Worſhip, there are divers modts 
ſome are for unvaried forms in private, and - 
ftinted Liturgies in publick; others are for 
conceived Prayers, according to gifts of ut- 
terance, the Spirits aſſiſtance, the preſc nt oc- 
caſton and frame of heart; Some are for the 
eſtabliſhed Liturgie, and the modes thereof 
derived from the Papacy ; others are utterly 
diffatisfied rherein, Some are for Cathedral 
Furniture and Muſick, under the notion of 

_ greater Decency-; others think that the moſt 
ſimple, plain and <difying, is the moſt deccnt, 

_ and do pradtice accordingly. About places 
and times of Worſhip, you know is great dit- 
ference between thoſe who value Worſhip, ac- 
cording to Conſecration or Dedication of the 
places and times of mans device wherein it is 
performed ; and thoſe who make no matter of 
it. About Catcchizing in the old, ſhort and 

-_ obſcure way ; or in others of a latter make. 

'- About preaching, the faſhion of. it Declama- 

. rofy, or by Dottrines and Utes ; the frequen- 

., Cyof it, once a month, or a day, or;both 

parts of the Lords day, beſides | fome-other 

i weekly opportunities 3 the Spirit of ace” 

4 * an 
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' and formal; or vehement and earneſt; Alto 


di- abour hearing Sermons, is no ſmall difference 
U among the people; as whether the fine,{mooth, 
lo clegint and oratorical z or the plain, ſerious, 


hearty, and ſpiritual. Whether in publick with 
3 defe& of ſome conſiderable advantages in a 
d reaſonable Judgment; or in private (ſuppoling 
r a diſturbed ſtite of the Church ) ſuch, as by 
> whom experience tells us, we may probably 
receive more Edification. In a word, Whether 
Conformity. or Nonconformity in the whole 
extentof it , or of a middle Latitude, and in- 
difference to both, d 
In all theſe Caſes, and many more of like na-  . -? 
ture, I think, without involving our ſclves in *' 3 
intricat?, and ( to ſome perſons ) infuperable, | 
diſputes, the ſafeſt way ſor preſent praftice _.. 
( till DiſfatisfaRions do ariſe) is to follow the © 
footſteps of the Flock, and joyn our ſelves to 
the generality of thoſe whom we are ſatisfied _ 
for the moſt part are the better men ; and that - 
appearing by fuch things, as we plainly know **:; 
without any Diſputation: E.- 
Eth: Well, but ſuppoſe there be ſtill a great 
DifſatisfaQion in ſome notable things, whege- 
in ſuch a generality, as you mention, have,and 
do ſtil miſcarry. 4-0 | 40 
Log. Then deſift, and make ſerious enquiry. ®? 
Eth. I ſhall fo, and therefore do defire your 2 
Information in order to ſatisfation @ncern- 
ing thoſe people ( whom I know you mean ) + 
| F 3 How - 3 
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. - Fatrons prefentation,and buying advouſons; as 
moſt expedient or inexpedient for the Church; 
And many more ſuch like Opinioas and PraRi- 
ces. Ask now your own Concience what you 
think the generality of- ſober Chriſtians do 
| holdand actin theſe points ? 

So for Worſhip, there are divers modts ; 
ſome are for unvaried forms in private, and - 
ftinted Liturgies in publick; others are for 
conceived Prayers, according to gifts of ut- 
terance, the Spirits aſſiſtance, the preſc nt oc- 
caſion and frame of heart; Some are for the 
eſtabliſhed Liturgie, and the modes thereof 
derived from the Papacy ; others are utterly 
difſatisfhed therein, Some are for Cathedral 
Furniture and Muſick, under the notion of 
_ greater Decency-; others think that the moſt 
ſimple, plain and <difying, is the moſt decent, 


- and do praQtice accordingly. About -places 


and times of Worſhip, you know is great dif- 
ference between thoſe who value Worſhip, ac- 
cording to Conſecration or Dedication of the 
places and times of mans device wherein it is 
performed ; and thoſe who make no matter of 
it. About Catcchizing in the old, ſhort and 
' obſcure way 3 or in others of a latter make. 
About preaching, the faſhion of. it Declama- 
cory, or by Do&rines and Ules 3 the frequen- 
cy of it, once a month, or a days: or-;both 
parts of the Lords day, beſides | ſome-other 
weekly opportunities 3 the Spirit of #ty'cold 
a 
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and formal; or vehement and earneſt. Alſo 
abour hearing Sermons, is no ſmall difference 


among the people; as whether the fine,{mooth, 


clegant and oratorical ; or the plain, ſerious, 
hearty, and ſpiritual. Whether in publick with 
defe& of ſome conſiderable advantages in a 
reaſonable Judgment; or in private (ſuppoling 
a diſturbed ſtite of the Church ) ſuch, as by 
whom experience tells us, we may probably 
receive more Edification. In a word, Whether 
Conformity. or Nonconformity in the whole 
extent of it , or of a middle Latitude, and in- 
difference to both. 

In all theſe Caſes, and many more of like na- 
ture, I think, withaut involving our ſclves in _ 
intricat?, and ( to ſome perſons ) inſuperable, 


diſputes, the ſafeſt way ſor preſent pratice 


( till DifſatisfaRions do ariſe ) is to follow the 
footſteps of the Flock, and joyn our ſelves to 
the generality of thoſe whom we are ſatisfied 
for the moſt part are the better men ; and that © 
appearing by fuch things, as we plainly know 
without any Diſputation: 

Eth: Well, but ſuppoſe there be til] a great 
DifſatisfaQion in ſome notable things, whege- 
infuch a generality, as you mention, have,and 


do ſtil miſcarry. 


54 Then deſiſt, and make ſerious enquiry. 
Eth. I ſhalt fa, and therefore do Cefire your 
Information in order to fatisfaRtion @ncern- 


ing thoſe people ( whom I know you mean) 
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Fow comeyg tt to pals, that the Generality of 
th:m ar- this rime oppoſe- the Laws. ot the 
Land, andintt e !ate times of Rebellion cloſed. 
with the chiet Mapiltrates enemies ? This dif- 
regare ot 'Mag iltracy is a great ftumbling- 
bloc't, thatncither | {, nor Others:( who! have 
othcrwile good thoughts of them) are able 
to get ov _ , 
Log. Magitracy they Generally own as an 
Ordinance of God, anc proicts, and yicld-0- 
bedience to it, according 10 Gods Word 
eitner athively complying with what they qadge 
not repugnant to the will of God., or Paſſwvely 
ſubmitting where they are not ſatisfied. 

Eth. Why, muſt every private Perſon judge 
of the Maptiſtrates Decrces? 

Log Yca, with relation to his own praftice, 
elſe he wall abey only for fear of Penalty, and 
not for C onſcrence-ſake, as he is required to do, 


_ om. 13-5. For Conſceence being the-preQical * 


Jusgmen: of a man concerning himlelt and his 
ARians, as that Judgment is fubjeRed 'to the 
Judgment of God in his Word*) I cannet- ſee 
how a man can, do any thing conſcienciouſly, 
uggets ke bring his Actions to-that divine Rule, 
and try al} Rules that are brought him to 
ouide his work, by This moſt Royal Standard, 
Blind. obedience is fitter for a Brute thin a 


"Man; It will never render- an Aion .thiank- 


worthy, if the matter of. it be good 31or eX- 

culable i if it be evil. lt therefore men 6. 
- | at 
| .v 
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what fate ſqever they. be ).do mequife-any 


thing, which we ſobexly and:humbly jutlgeun+ 
agrecable.to the Word af God,,' we tnayiyea, 
we muſt appeal , as. the-, Apoſtles. did;/to' the 
Throne of Godin mens! Conciences,1yeayeven - 
of thoſe, who require it, , Whether at ber$ipbt 
in the ſight of, God, to bearker unto you ware 
than to Goa, Juage. ye, As 4.184 29% 59) 
Ech. But the things, wherein. they xamply 
not, are. 1nasferext, and. in the Magiftrates 
power t9,.cofnmanc rot 4igful.as you tuppole, 
. Lage Y.cay that. ig Rip thedFand Queſtions 
which has, been long argued: bydviiſe; rgnthan' 
you or |, ;, If you read Ver1:18..you-willifind 
men pretending, Authoaity-m's thing tizywas 
really not indifferent, They commend thin 
not to ſpeak at all, or .teatb ib the” Name of 
Feſws. Now if to forbear; or- do, be wither 
lintul 2,345, {6f, or ſinful zetou bydur-gkebbrs 
and diflatisfgQion 2bout»iry cefter-albdaytul 
means of. In{qxmations; you*b ;grant'( Lye? 


that. doing, or: not doing whit is forbiddeh 7 
- or required by tn, aud of reſpec>itig Gay | = 


giſtrate. and.;his- And hithgeto'you ſhall $96 
they will reduce every pant: of: their Noneon- 
formity; [ They 'l - tell-you 2 they: worthip in 
places. and mods diſtingþi;from-the publique 
Eſtabliſhneas,.: for. that:theyrcardo noorhey-. 
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' Profeſſion, the moſt of men ſeem now tobe ta- - F 
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tisfied ;, for that ſcarce any one is willing to 
givethem trouble therein, but thoſe that are 
maniteftly.the worſt of m 

E th, 1 muſt confels, In Ooiers have got-an 
vely- Name, and thoſe who are otherwiſe 
active, hear none of the beſt ; therefore let 
. the preſent matters paſs. Bur ſtil] about the 
former » Times | am vtterly diffatisfied. 

Log. If you had lived in thole days, and been 
of years of Ditcretion, you would hetter have 
underſtood the tiate of the Controverſie , 
than now ( after an A-of Ob!ivien ) | can 
inform-you.. Yet fomething you may gueſs, 
if you gleaſe, by an impartial reading of the 
Hiſtories and Diſcounfes ( Pro and Cor ) of 
thele Times, concerning the Powers of Parlia- 
ments, &c. | 

Eth. What Books or Hiſtorics would you 
adviſe me to read ? | | 

| Log. That ll may tell you ſome other time, 
upon better Conſiderations, for preſent I ſhall 
cnly ſay, that the Writings of any one Party , 
1s not a ſuſheient evidence to quiet a mans 
thoughts, without comparing with the others. 
And that the moſt odious things that are now 
imputed to them; were never approved by the 
Generality of them. ; 

Eth. 1 guels at your meaning 3 I ſhall urge 
you no further in this matter. -But-yet me- 
thinks I have a mind'to read ſornething about 
thoſe Aﬀairs, if you would hint to me ſome ſo- 
ber Writer. | : - Ih FOE Lop* 


%. 
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Log. If you would needs have me name a" 


Author , 1 ſhall name one, who was no way* 
concern'd in our broyls, and that is David Pa- 
rew. his Comment on Rom. 13. with his Son 
Philzps Vindication of his Father, both wiitten 
before our Troubles, and in a r:aote Coun- 
trey. There you will find a grave and unin- 
tereſſcd diſquiſition into the nature of Magi- 
ſtracy , both ſupream and ſubordinate z and of 
a Conſciencious ſubjcRion thereunto. 
| But friend, let me once again call you back 
from looking too far oft for Examples, and to 
mind rather the ſerio9us Chriſtians ,* among 
whom you live ; {or of Perſons and Actions 
in Remoter Times and places, you may be 
much miſt:ken. Theſe ot our preſent age you 
may ſee immediately and clearly;thoſe turther 
off, but through a giats, wmca colours ac- 
cording to its own TinAure. | | 
Eth. There is ſomething in what you lay. 
Suppoling then [ am content to mind the near- 
eſt Patterns, and willing to walk in the way of 
Good Men; what advice would you give me _ 
tow | may conveniently ger into that way z 
and comfortably wall on therein ? 


Log. 1 ſhall dire& you as well as I can; and 

theretore , | 
1. Study their ways as they- are deſcrib- 
ed in the Word, and obſerve their ways as 
_ exemplified in their Lives and Converſations 5-. 
As alto make diligent Enquiry into the wn 
| and. 
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and Conſcience of them ;, becauſe'they are to 
be Preſidents and x wore ; not Rules ( as was 
ſaid ) but {omments on the Rule, Now the 
Study and Obſervation of ſuch mens ways. in 
matter of doubt, is commended to us; by the 
Regularity of rheir  Praftice in things un- 
queitionable, 

;2. In order hereunto , Accompany their 
Perſons, fo that ybu may-fay as David, Plal. 
119, 63. Companion ] am to all thoſe that fear 
the ord, To All; not, one or a few, who 
perhaps may be ſragling from their. Com- 
" pany and their- way,, but follow the All, 
the Flock, if you will keep their path. The 
Prudent and. Pious Method he took, when 
he was ſetling. reſolutions of holins{s, and 
; to behave "OY. wiſely in a perfett Way, 
Pfal. 101. 2. was firſt to Abdicate th: wick- 
00.1 will ſet no wicked thing befrre mine 

eyes, &c, 'Verſ. 3,4, 5- and. then gt Good 
+ Men only to be about him': ne eyes ſhall 
be upon the faithful of the Land, - 4 they 
miy dwell wth me ; he that welksch in. a. per- 
fe way, be ſhall ſerve me, Ver. 6. Now you 
will do lize him, the more chearful 
can get your heart to eſteem them NS 

| P/al. 16. 3. The Saints therefore in the Egrth, 
- the Excellent in whowt 55 ali my delight. \ Saints 
' Indeed are not”only the Glorious and. joys 
ou3 Society of Heaven, but even in 'this 
World, Saints ( as EY are. che moſt 4 

cel- 


wed. ME T% 


» 
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cellent, anddelightful Company... | 

z- Lay ſeriouſly «o heart, or-rather lay »p 
in a good heart, the Morrves before mentioned 
from the Exceilency of the Way and: Exd 
App'y them r0 Conſcience ; work them UP» 


on your Spirit; fay in your Reticements, 
What ſhall 1 do now? Shalt 1 chvuke the 


way of the Perverſe ?: Dare 1 run the Risk 


with-chem,. whom I fee running to perCieton's ? 
Shall Lventure at deitruion by [reaCing'on 
the plank that: others have ſ1:pg froni-ints 
the-bortomleſs Pir 2 Would { not be amopg 
the ſheep at. laſt? Such exercifes of  yaur 
thoughts upon this matter, will fettlc your 
mind in a worthy choice. 

\.4- And that you. may not be unſetied 
again, Arm againſt Temptations, Allaving, 
Entangling, and Diſcouragng. 

Fy * Alluring, The way of wicked men ts 
a fair and broad Way, and many walk 
therein;- but *ris to DeſtriHtion, *Tis- in- 
deed a ſmooth: way , our. it 15 ovt of the 
way- to Happineſs. There may be many a 
green handſom Lane on the right and-lefr 
hand* of our: Road ro Heaven, and thete 
may tempt us to ftrike into-them ;. but-the 
Spirit *of God calls us back again. : Soi is 


-promifed, 1/a.. zo. 21. Thine Ears ſnail bear. 
4: word. behind thee, ſaying, This 5s the Way, 


walk: 5n it; when ye turn tothe RE bend and. 


to the left. 
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IT. Entangling , by Obj:&ions and ſpe- 
ciqus Arguments , ſuch as indulge not Sen- | 
ſuality, but obtend Reafon ; -as ſuppoſe the 
Multitude are otherwiſe inclined , and more 
eyes ſee more then fewer : We know that this 
. SelF is every where ſpoken againſt, As 28. 
22, Great Names may be mentioned to 
over-bear / any reply; perhaps men in Au- 
thority, Rulers ; So they, Fehr 7. 48. Have 
any of the Rulers or of the Phariſees believed 
on him? Which was to confound, not to 
convince thoſe young beginners in Chriſti- 
anity. The like Queſtion is put to our Sa- 


viour, ark 7. 5. Why walk not thy Diſciples . 


aceording to the Tradition of the Eld:rs ? El- 
ders, the graver, and wiſer fort ; Art thou 
and thing wiſer than our Forefathers, who 
practiſed theſe things, and did commend them 
. ro Poſterity ? But all this prevailed nothing 
with Ctriſt and his Real Chriſtians: *Twas 
then but a dull Argument, and is now more 
blunted by fo frequent and impertinent uſe. 
I1I. D:Jcouraging Temptations are ſuch 

as was the Stir and- Tumult made by 'De- 
metrius end his Fellows, As 19. 23: No 
ſmall ſtir about that ( the Chriſtian ) Way. 
The like Storm was expeRted, As 21, 21, 
22. They are inform'd ( lay the Brethren to 
Paul ) that thou alkeſt contrary tothe (uſtoms; 
What is it therefore ? ( What 1s it 'to be look- 
cd (or?) The altitude muſt needs come. to- 

: gether 


* 
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gether ( jn a Tumult and Uproar ) when they 
hear that thou art come, True Chriſtianity is 
Nick-named a Sed, and every where ſpoken a+ 
gainſt, in As 29. 22. above noted, Per- 
haps the Occaſion of Reproaching might be 
taken from the Int1mities of Good Men; or 
much more from the abominable PraQices of 
Hypocrites. e any ſhall follow their Perni- 
cions ways, by reaſon of whom the way of Truth 
ſhall be evil ſpoken of, 2 Pet. 2, 2. Now-all 
this, and much more, which both Scripture 


' and Experience , gives us notice of, will be 


diſcouraping ; unleſs before-hand we have 
ſet down, and caſt up the coſt of the Towers 
building. Indeed all theſe Temptations may 
be even here repulſed by an underſtanding 
heart, and an honeſt Reiolution, through 
Grace, But they will be, utterly filenced , 
when the end of the two ways ſhall be ſeen; 
the broad Way leading to D-ſtruRion, and 
the narrow Way leacing unto Life. And 
thus much for your own Endeaveurs to put 
you and keep you in the Good Way, 'but in, 
with, 'and after all, be ſure that 

I'V. You Pray earneſtly. That as God. has 


\ Euided Good Men to walk in bis Ways, fo 


he would dire& and enable you to walk-in 
theirs. So Solomon prayed, 1 King. 8. 57, 
58, The Lord oxr God be with us as be was 


with our Fathers, to encline eur Hearts to walk ©. 2 


in all bis ways which he conn:and:d our Fathers. 
Thu 


WIR 


94 . The Wayof Good Men. - 
Thus he prays for the People, ang for him- 
' felt ro the fame purpoſe, 2 Ghren,6. 16.19; 
where having in Ver. 16. mentioned the Pro- 
mile -of God ro David concerning his. Po- 
Kerity, upon Condition, ' That thy Childyen 
14ke: heed to their way. to walk, in my Law, 
as thou. haſt walked before me : He adds Ver. 
t7. New then let thy Word be verified, &c. 
Verimed in botn zeſpeets 5, *s his men Op» 
' tzonw as if he had tard, O that God wouid 
grant that it may be ſoz Thar 1, fot my part; 
may throogh his Grace perform [the Londi 
ion, and walk in the Good Way of God; 
after my good Fathzr David ;\ ſo 1 might 
regularly expe@ that Goed on his part ſhoul@ 
perform his Promiſe. 

.- Thefe are the DireFtions I can at preſent 


think .of, in the uſe whereof 1 hope-you . - 


may: be able well ro improve your good Ex- 
amples, and walz wiſely in a perfet} Way. $9 
is. tae Way of Good Men calid in +Pſal. 
(aL. , | 
-:Eth, Perſe Way ! Surely the beſt men 
have their lmpefteRion : Therefore 1/Tee not 
how the Way of Good may berightly cal d 
a Perfet Way. | 


' Dog; Their Way may be called Perfett as | 
theif}Per/ons inthe Text are called Righteoms,: 


which 1 ſhewed you before. was nota \Legal 
- ralling.them fo, 

asperkeribes by Yoa, is abſolutely pericct ; as 
ft; $6h SO Pracited 
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m- ' Prafticed by them, i is ſincerely ſo. And it war 

7 . 10 be wiſhed, That all who are ſincerely Per- *- . 
d- fett 'would be like minded with the Apoſtle', * 
= Phil. 3 3, 14, 15-10 Teach forth to the things 

"7 that atebefore, and preſs toward the mark, That, 

, is, be more and more <mincntly holy,1o- would © 

| they both Credv the Good Wayzand Eidifie thoſe 

. who have their eye upon it. 

\ , *Eth. Youlay very right, They haye need 

| indeed to look well to their: Ways, whole 

=. Ways are made Exemplary : Or otherwile, 


ſuch as I who may be <ntring into their Sock 
ery an] imitation, may chance ro ſtumble 
in the Threfho!d,and foon forſake them-agaidn. 
Log. | am gladTto perceive alittle of your 
g00d Inclination ; 1 hope you will- meet with. 5 
no ſuch dangerous blocks; only ( Dear friend}. ©» 
be entreated charitably to over-look Defefts g 
and imitate only that which is Gooe. 
Ethicus. God-prant 1 may. < 
' Logiezia. Amen. ' "x2 
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